
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH INGT O N 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Peter Welch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2303 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Welch: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Can·iers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for " technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify. within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As pait of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~~~i 



FEDERAL COMMUN I CATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable John Yarmuth 
U.S. House of Representatives 
435 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 I 5 

Dear Congressman Yarmuth: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
po1tability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers " is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless cruTiers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As pa1t of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission 's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincere)#~/_ 

6 heeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHI N GTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Chris Collins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1117 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Collins: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the cunent obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for " technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide cruTiers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers " is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the sho1test 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the hea1t of competition and 
consumer choice. 



F EDERAL C OMMU N ICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Kevin Cramer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1032 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cramer: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer' s new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission' s longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the cun-ent obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to po11 numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide caniers " is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As prut of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed so lutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the sho11est 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this impo1tant issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincerely& 
!!ff.I er 



F EDERAL C O MM UNICATIONS C O MM ISSI ON 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Diana DeGette 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2368 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman DeGette: 

July27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition wi ll suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
po1tability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide caITiers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers " is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However. if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHI N GTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Mike Doyle 
U.S. House of Representatives 
239 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Doyle: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless canier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Can-iers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide caniers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive CaITiers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this impo11ant issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincerely,~ 

~eler t-



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Renee Ellmers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
426 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Ellmers: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission ' s policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the cmTent obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
san1e capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide cruTiers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers " is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Caniers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As pa1t of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless po1ting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number potting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the herut of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincere!~ 

e.h~eler 



F EDERAL COMMUNICAT IONS COMMISSION 

W A SHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Brett Guthrie 
U.S. House of Representatives 
308 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Guthrie: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number po1tability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer' s new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission ' s longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example. has 
cited the need for " technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide caiTiers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

1 believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincerely,~ 

~eeler [_ 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Bill Johnson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1710 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Johnson: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission' s policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the cun-ent obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
san1e capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide can-iers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers " is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number po1ting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Adam Kinzinger 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1221 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kinzinger: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission ' s policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive CatTiers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless cruTiers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the sho11est 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission' s disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

J;y)tj_ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Leonard Lance 
U.S. House of Representatives 
133 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lance: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission' s longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide catTiers as nationwide caITiers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I an1 sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission' s disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this impo1tant issue that goes to the hea1t of competition and 
consumer choice. 

SincerelJ; ~i?-

Twheeler 



F EDERAL COM MU N ICA TION S C OMMISSION 

WASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Bob Latta 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2448 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Latta: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the sho1test 
timefrarne. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Tharik you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

=:~t 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMM U N ICATI ON S C OMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Billy Long 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1541 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Long: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your Jetter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your Jetter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example. has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide ca1Tiers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

- ~~~? 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMU N !CATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHI N GT O N 

O FFICE OF 

THE C HAI RMAN 

The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2446 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lujan: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Carriers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission 's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincerely, jA/ /._ 

~ J//~I/ r-
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C O M MUN ICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHI N GTON 

O FFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Doris Matsui 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2434 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Matsui: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission ' s policies have suppo1ted wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to sean1less, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers " is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Can-iers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless potting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, l will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission' s disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

-Filf~ 
Tom Wheeler 
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Dear Congressman McN emey: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. As 
your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have suppo11ed wireless-to-wireless 
number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share - empowering 
consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all sizes. A consumer 
should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one wireless carrier to 
another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide presence. This is 
consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the extent that is not a reality 
today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, has 
cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to have the 
same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide ca1Tiers enjoy among 
themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is necessary to 
develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solut ion in mind, today I am sending letters to the four major 
wireless caiTiers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive Ca1Tiers 
Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making nationwide 
wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As part of that deliverable, I have also 
requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the shortest 
timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and implementing a 
solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I will not hesitate to 
deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission 's disposal to facilitate nationwide wireless 
number potting. 

Thank you again for raising this important issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

c- - / 
Sincere!µ, ~ 

~ iV-
Tom Wheeler 
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Dear Congressman Olson: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. 
As your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to
wireless number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share -
empowering consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all 
sizes. A consumer should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one 
wireless carrier to another, regardless of whether the consumer's new carrier has a nationwide 
presence. This is consistent with the Commission' s longstanding policy objectives. To the 
extent that is not a reality today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive Carriers Association, for example, 
has cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to 
have the same capability" to po1t numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy 
among themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers "is 
necessary to develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four 
major wireless can-iers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive 
Carriers Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making 
nationwide wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As pa1t of that deliverable, 
I have also requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the 
shortest timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and 
implementing a solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I 
will not hesitate to deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate 
nationwide wireless number porting. 

Thank you again for raising this impo1tant issue that goes to the hea1t of competition and 
consumer choice. 
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Dear Congressman Pompeo: 

July 27, 2015 

Thank you for your letter concerning nationwide wireless-to-wireless number portability. 
As your letter points out, since 1996 the Commission's policies have supported wireless-to
wireless number portability. These policies are motivated by an objective that we all share -
empowering consumers by promoting choice and competition among service providers of all 
sizes. A consumer should be able to keep his or her telephone number when switching from one 
wireless carrier to another, regardless of whether the consumer' s new carrier has a nationwide 
presence. This is consistent with the Commission's longstanding policy objectives. To the 
extent that is not a reality today, I am concerned that consumers and competition will suffer. 

It is my understanding that the current obstacles to seamless, nationwide wireless number 
portability are primarily technical in nature. The Competitive CaITiers Association, for example, 
has cited the need for "technical and logistical solutions that would enable smaller carriers to 
have the same capability" to port numbers from nationwide carriers as nationwide carriers enjoy 
among themselves. It has also suggested that participation of the nationwide carriers " is 
necessary to develop an industry-wide solution." 

With the need for a technical solution in mind, today I am sending letters to the four 
major wireless carriers, together with CTIA-The Wireless Association and the Competitive 
Carriers Association, calling on them to identify, within 60 days, real-world solutions for making 
nationwide wireless porting a practical reality as quickly as possible. As pan of that deliverable, 
I have also requested a timeline by which any proposed solutions could be implemented. 

I believe an industry-driven solution is most likely to deliver practical benefits in the 
sh01test timeframe. However, if the industry is ultimately unsuccessful in agreeing upon and 
implementing a solution to whatever impediments to nationwide wireless porting may exist, I 
will not hesitate to deploy the full panoply of tools at the Commission's disposal to facilitate 
nationwide wireless nwnber porting. 

Thank you again for raising this impo1tant issue that goes to the heart of competition and 
consumer choice. 

Sincerel~~i--
~eeler 


