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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C.  20554

In the Matter of     ) 
       ) 
Delaware Standardbred Owners Association,  ) CG Docket No. 06-181 
Request for Exemption from the Closed  )     
Captioning Rules     ) File No. CGB-CC-1346 

REPLY TO CONSOLIDATED OPPOSITION TO PETITIONS FOR EXEMPTION 
FROM THE COMMISSION’S CLOSED CAPTIONING RULES 

 The Delaware Standardbred Owners Association (“DSOA”)1 hereby responds to the 

Consolidated Opposition to Petitions for Exemption from the Commission’s Closed Captioning 

Rules (the “Opposition”) filed by Telecommunications for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Inc.; 

California Coalition of Agencies Serving the Deaf and Hard of Hearing; Association of Late 

Deafened Adults; Deaf Seniors of America; and Cerebral Palsy and Deaf Organization 

(collectively, “Consumer Groups”) in the above-captioned proceeding.2

 DSOA produces and provides the primary funding for “Post Time,” a weekly half-hour 

program airing on WBOC-TV in Salisbury, Maryland that provides insight into harness racing 

on the Delmarva Peninsula.  Because captioning “Post Time” would be economically 

burdensome, DSOA petitioned in August 20143 for a waiver of the Commission’s closed 

captioning requirements.4   Consumer Groups oppose this petition, arguing that DSOA “could 

1  DSOA is a non-profit trade association representing approximately 650 Standardbred horsemen and 
horsewomen who compete at Dover Downs and Harrington Raceway in Delaware. 

2  47 C.F.R. §§ 76.7, 76.61. 

3 Delaware Standardbred Owners Association Petition for Exemption from the Commission’s Closed 
Captioning Rules, Dkt. 06-181 (Aug. 28, 2014) (the “Petition”). 

4  47 C.F.R. §79.1. 
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easily afford to pay for accessible programming and still have ample net revenues and net current 

assets left over.”5  Nothing could be further from the truth.

 As explained in greater detail in the Petition, DSOA is unable to provide closed 

captioning for “Post Time” because doing so would be economically burdensome.  The 

economic challenges faced by DSOA in 2014 when it filed the Petition are unchanged.   DSOA’s 

net revenues have remained largely static since the Petition was filed.6  Similarly unchanged is 

the inability of WBOC-TV or other potential sponsors (such as Dover Downs and Harrington 

Raceway) to provide captioning or financial assistance for captioning “Post Time.”   

 In its Opposition, Consumer Groups point-out that DSOA reported total net revenues of 

$509,583 in 2012 and $980,270 in 2013 and cash or cash equivalents of $329,699 and 

$1,045,426 in 2012 and 2013, respectively.7  These funds (along with those reported in 2014) 

were not and are not available to cover the expense of captioning “Post Time.”  First, regarding 

revenues, Consumer Groups cite DSOA’s total net revenue in the Opposition, which includes 

“temporarily restricted” revenue that can only be used for the pension plan and life insurance 

trust that DSOA administers.8  DSOA’s unrestricted revenues were considerably smaller in 2012 

and 2013 – $156,872 and $677,269, respectively.  DSOA allocates the unrestricted revenue it 

brings in to a myriad of expenses, including salaries, administrative overhead, rent, insurance, 

utilities, etc.  Put differently, the money appearing as net revenue on DSOA’s financial 

statements is already fully allocated to operating expenses.  Any diminution in revenues would 

5  Opposition at 11. 

6 See Exh. A.  In 2014, DSOA reported total net revenues of $689,757, unrestricted net revenues of 
$412,203, and cash or cash equivalents of $1,481,567.  Id. 

7  Opposition at 10.  See also Petition at Exh. H. 

8 See Exh. A, Delaware Standardbred Owners’ Association, Inc., Notes to Financial Statements, September 
30, 2014 and 2013, n. 13. 
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severely impact DSOA’s ability to pay these expenses, thus compromising its ability to exist at 

all. 

 Second, regarding DSOA’s cash and cash equivalents, DSOA administers a horseman’s 

pension fund, which has been accumulating since 2001 and represents funds belonging to 

hundreds of participating horsemen, most of whom are vested in the plan.  In addition, DSOA 

self-funds its health insurance plan for more than 300 of its participating members.  As explained 

in the Petition,9 these cash balances are used strictly as a hedge against potential increases in the 

cost of insurance and market fluctuation in pension fund investments and are not available for 

production expenses.

 Consumer Groups ask the Commission to endorse a Hobson’s choice – either 

programming is captioned for the benefit of a theoretical few, or programming is taken off the air 

to the detriment of an identifiable many.  DSOA is sympathetic to Consumer Groups’ goal of 

making video programming accessible to the hearing impaired.  That goal must be tempered, 

however, by the economic realities faced by entities like DSOA.  The cost of captioning “Post 

Time” exceeds DSOA’s ability to pay.  Without an exemption from the Commission’s 

captioning rules, “Post Time” will be taken off the air.  DSOA respectfully requests the 

Commission to dismiss or deny Consumer Groups’ Opposition and grant DSOA’s Petition. 

_______________/s/__________________
Salvatore DiMario 

      Executive Director 
      Delaware Standardbred Owners Association 
      803 Walker Square 
      Dover, DE  19904 
August 3, 2015 

9 See Petition at Exh. J (CPA Statement). 
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EXHIBIT A 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I, Kathryne C. Dickerson, do hereby certify that on August 3, 2015, a copy of the 
foregoing document was served by first class U.S. mail, postage prepaid, upon the Opposers 
listed at the addresses below. 

 Aaron Mackey 
Drew Simshaw 
Angela Campbell 
Institute for Public Representation 
600 New Jersey Ave. NW, Suite 312 
Washington, DC 20001 
Counsel to Telecommunications for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Inc. (TDI)

California Coalition of Agencies Serving the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCASDHH) 
Sheri A. Farinha, Chief Executive Officer  
4708 Roseville Road, Suite 111 
North Highlands, CA 95660 

Association of Late Deafened Adults (ALDA) 
8038 Macintosh Lane, Suite 2 
Rockford, Illinois 61107 

Deaf Seniors of America (DSA) 
Tom Dowling  
5619 Ainsley Court 
Boynton Beach, FL 33437 

Cerebral Palsy and Deaf Organization (CPADO) 
Mark Hill, President  
12025 SE Pine Street #302 
Portland, OR 97216 

 /s/   
Kathryne Dickerson 
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