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Dear Chairman Wheeler: 

On behalf of the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) I want to state our endorsement of the 
American Library Association's (ALA} nomination of Robert Becher to serve on the Universal Service 
Administrative Company's (USAC) Board of Directors. 

As ALA's nomination letter clearly shows, Mr. Bacher has been a leader in providing E-rate assistance not just for 
libraries in Wisconsin but he is recognized by libraries nationwide as an expert on the program. In addition, his 
service on the ALA's E-rate Task Force and as a Fellow in ALA's Office for Information Technology Policy has 
helped ALA be a strong advocate in support of the E-rate program. His work in this area was most recently 
evident in the substantive contributions he made to the comments ALA filed during the E-rate modernization 
process. In addition, once the two modernization Orders were released (July and December 2014) Mr. Becher 
drafted summaries written in a manner that could be understood by individuals with just a cursory knowledge of 
the program. 

As part of his ALA fellowship Mr. Bacher has attended COSLA meetings to provide updates on the E-rate program 
and related issues like filtering and broadband connectivity. COSLA members very much appreciate these 
updates which help us better understand the E-rate program and how it impacts libraries in our respective states. 
Mr. Bacher is also very much involved in the ALA and COSLA's library E-rate Assessment & Planning (LEAP} 
project which wil l assist libraries to take advantage of t he fundamental changes to the E-rate, especially in 
relation to broadband connectivity. 

I think it is clearly evident in the American Library Association's nomination letter that Mr. Bacher has the 
background and qualifications to serve on the USAC Board of Directors and on behalf of COSLA we strongly 
endorse the ALA nomination. 
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