
Bill Tartaglia
Northbridge Community TV

       198 Church Ave. 
Northbridge MA 01534

September 9, 2015

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Multichannel Video Program Distributor NPRM (DN: 14-261).

Dear Ms. Dortch,

It has been brought to my attention that there is legislation, that if it becomes law, cable franchise holders would be able to 
classify over-the-top video services as something other than a cable service.  Such a designation would allow cable franchise
holders to undercut their public interest obligations which could potentially put an end to community TV.  

Our community PEG-TV channels  the fabric of Northbridge for close to 30 years.  We recently suffered a debilitating blow to 
our small community non-profit.  Charter Communications decided to violate the cable license with the Town of Northbridge, 
with no notice to our facility when they forcibly changed our channels numbers.  Since the beginning of PEG-TV we were on  
11 (public) 12 (government) 13 (educational).   Now for almost a year, we are at  191, 192 and 194.  Charter Communications
did nothing to compensate for the loss of our original channels.  We are still struggling to recover.   This forced channel 
change happened in 53 cities and towns in Massachusetts in 29 states throughout the country.  

It is my perception that this proposal  “Multichannel Video Program Distributor NPRM (DN: 14-261)” to be yet another 
significant blow to our small but very active community channels.  

 Northbridge Community Television broadcasts 8 different church services a week.  We are the last option for local 
programming.   We produce and broadcast community and sporting events, human interest, religion, politics, news and  
entertainment.  No other TV organization is prepared to cover what we cover..   We have 30 years of archives and 5 live 
programs produced on-sight each week.  My volunteer producers and myself put in a lot of effort to provide thought 
provoking and interesting programming free of charge to the cable companies and their viewers.   

PEG-TV, in a lot of cases, is the only place for truly local programming.  Especially in small communities. It is in our 
community.    Government entities and elected officials should be building up communities and supporting PEG-TV and not 
permitting these large corporations to strangle the life out of our community voice.  

On behalf of myself, staff, volunteers, producers, viewers,  supporters and the countless non-profits we support,  please 
consider the potential damage the “Multichannel Video Program Distributor NPRM (DN: 14-261)” would cause to each 
community.  

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Tartaglia
Executive Director 
Northbridge Community TV
info@nctv11.org
508-234-0200

Commissioner Michael O’Rielly


