
Lifeline Expansion and Modernization Support Letter 

August 17, 2015 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Lifeline program 

Dear Chairman Wheeler, Commissioner Clyburn, Commissioner O'Rielly, Commissioner Pai, and 
Commissioner Rosenworcel: 

As school and district leaders, we urge the Federal Communications Commission (the Commission) to 
continue its support of the Li reline program and to modernize and expand the program to support 
broadband internet access. 

We commend the swift action the Commission took to expand and modernize the E-rate program, making 
internet access a reality in high-need classrooms across the country. However, much of the advantage of 
education technology lies in student access to information and education tools outside of the classroom. 
Sadly, many students do not have broadband access at home and cannot complete assignments and 
supplement their learning outside school. If the nation wants to produce globally competitive graduates 
with twenty-first-century skills and competencies, this "homework gap" must be addressed. 

Having access to broadband internet at home will also increase connectivity and opportunities for those 
who play vital roles in the lives of students outside the classroom-parents, guardians, other relatives, and 
community members. Lifeline support for broadband service, including wireline and wireless services, 
will create communities of Ii folong learners and support systems that can further raise achievement and 
success throughout the country. 

As Commissioner Clyburn stated during the Commission vote on E-rate expansion, "Broadband is the 
greatest equalizer of our time, but this only holds true if everyone has access." We, too, believe that three 
legs of support are required to make broadband access meaningful in students' lives, as Commissioner 
Clyburn stated: "Broadband at school, broadband in the library, and broadband at home. Absent one leg, 
the stool does not stand." Since its inception, Lifeline has played a pivotal role in connecting all 
Americans to vital communication services, leaving no one behind. Today, those networks have moved 
beyond voice-only into a digital world; access to broadband at home is now a necessity in the twenty-first 
century. 

We support the Commission in its efforts to modernize the Lifeline program to ensure that all Americans, 
pa1ticularly students and fami lies most at risk, have access to affordable, high-quality broadband service. 
The Commission's leadership is critical for preparing the nation's students to compete in an increasingly 
global workforce. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Ford 
Fordland R-3 School District 

Malcolm Thomas 
Escambia 

Kevin C. Carl 
Hancock Place School District 

EvaMarie Raleigh 
Beach Haven School District 
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Casey Brewster, Superintendent 
Paoli Community School Corporation 
Howard-Winneshiek Community School District 

John Snavely, Ed.D. 
Porterville Unified School District 

Rodney M. Bowler 
Henry County Schools 

Chris D. Funk 
ESUHSD 

Dr. Miguel Perez 
Jim Hogg County ISD 

David L. Hile 
Licking Valley Local Schools 

Nicholas A Diaz 
Frelinghuysen Township School District 

Valerie M. Browning-Thompson 
Pickerington Local School District 

Dr. Nick Polyak 
Leyden High School District 212 

Hugo A. Pedroza, Ph.D. 
Fallbrook Union High School District 

Amy Enomoto-Perez 
Rosemead Elem SD 

Katherine Gomez 
Evergreen 

Marcus Morgan 
Reardan-Ed wall 

Randy Fillpot 
Newman-Crows Landing Unified 

Michael Novotny 
Salado Independent School District 
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Cheryl A. Griffith, Ed.D. (now retired) 
Allegheny Valley School District 

David M. Krenz 
Austin, Minnesota 
Public School District #492 

Dawn F. Mirand 
Kenmore 
Town of Tonawanda Union Free School District 

Trudy K Clark 
Bruning-Davenport USO 

Bradley Guy Roberts 
Bald Knob Public School 

Nathan M. Bootz, Ed.S. 
Ithaca Public Schools 

Adam Koch 
Otsego Local School District 

Dr. David J. Peterson 
Scottsdale Unified School District 

Dr. Kenneth W. Eastwood 
Enlarged City of Middletown NY 

David K. Schauer 
Kyrene School District 

John C. Carver 
Howard-Winneshiek Community School District 

Brent D. Cryderman 
Houghton Lake Community Schools 

Pam Gildersleeve-Hernandez 
San Antonio Union School District 

Charles M. Berkley, Jr. 
Lunenburg County 

Rona C. Kaufmann, Ed. D. 
South Eastern School District 
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Dave Myers 
New Kent County Public Schools 

Dr. Kerry L. Cox 
Carrollton CUSD#l 

Philip D. Lanoue, Ph.D. 
Clarke County School District 

Marsha Gore, Ed.D. 
McAlester Public Schools (OK) 

Jeffrey Schoonover 
Somerset Public Schools and 
Somerset Berkley Regional School District 

Randy Moczygemba 
New Braunfels ISD 

Dr. Gerald D. Hill 
West Bloomfield School District 

Nancy Maguire Heath 
Rhode Island School for the Deaf 

Bruce Gearing 
Dripping Springs ISD 

Bridget O'Connell 
Palisades School District 

Dan Decker 
Neosho R-5 School District 

Diane Tavynner 
Sununit Public Schools 

Dr. Bille P. Rondinelli 
South Fayette Township School District 

Todd Dugan 
New Holland-Middletown Elementary District 88 

Shawn A. Smith, Ph.D Superintendent of Schools 
MSD of Lawrence Township 

Susan Enfield 
Highline Public Schools 
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Sherry A. Martin 
Kings River Union Elementary School District 

Bobby Hart 
Hope Public Schools 

Lloyd Crocker 
RSU23 

Melinda A. Smith 
North Providence, RI 

Dr. James F. Lane 
Goochland (VA) 

Kris Munro 
Santa Cruz City Schools 

Timothy J. Cody 
Minatare Public Schools 

Rob Clayton 
Warren County Public Schools 

Ken L. Bates 
Green Lake 

Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel 
Pottsville Area 

Mike Hernandez 
Hot Springs 

Dr. Gary Bates 
Goodrich ISD 

S. Dallas Dance 
Baltimore County Public Schools 

David M. Toth 
Crestwood Local 

Virginia R. Jewell, Ed.D. 
Echols 

Dr. Agnes M. Slayman 
Chester County School District 
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Dr. Brian Harris 
Barrington CUSD 220 

Anne E. Campbell 
San Mateo County Office of Education 

Darin Beckwith 
Fountain Lake 

Douglas E. Brown, Superintendent 
Idabel Public Schools 1005 

Allan S. Carver 
Scott Valley Uni lied School District 

Dr. Monica Henson 
Graduation Achievement Charter High School 

Lillian D. Holland, Ph.D. 
Pittsylvania County Schools 

Dr. Carol L. Kelley 
Oak Park Elementary School District 97 

Todd S. Osborn 
Liberty Union-Thurston LSD 

Beth Niedermeyer, Ph.D. 
Noblesville Schools 

L. Chris Richardson, Ph.D 
Northfield Public Schools 

Katie Duffy 
Democracy Prep Public Schools 

Rick Howard 
Comanche 

Matthew Miller 
Mentor Public Schools 

Doug Schuch 
Bedford County Public Schools 

Jerry R. Newton 
Poyen 
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Devin Vodicka 
Vista Unified School District 

Dr. Michael Lubelfeld 
Deerfield Public School District 109 (IL) 

Dr. James Ray Terry 
Beaver County School District 

Jacque A Cowherd, Ed.D. 
Fulton 58 

Theron J. Schutte 
Bettendorf CSD (Iowa) 

Jose Espinoza, Ed.D. 
Socorro ISO 

Chris Gdowski, Superintendent 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools 

Mark E. f Iaag 
Onsted Community Schools 

George J. Rafferty 
Tabernacle Twp Public Schools 

Lisa A. Hagel 
Genesee Intermediate School District 

Dr. James F. Lane 
Goochland 01 A) 

Strader E. 13lankenship 
Carroll County Public Schools - Virginia 

James H. Erinakes, II 
Exeter-West Greenwich 
Regional School District 

Dr. Gordon Pritz 
Douglas County School D istrict Georgia 

Dr. Michael Bregy 
North Shore School District 112 

Richard Tardalo 
Clifton 
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Kenneth Cook 
Malden R-I School District 

Rodney E. Watson 
Spring Independent School District 

KarlM. Kurt 
North Linn Community School District 

Richard D. Kuder 
Wyckoff 

Darin Beckwith 
Fountain Lake 

Shon Hocker 
Big Horn County SD # l 

Cherie Vannatter 
Manchester Community Schools 

Dr. Gail Pletnick 
Dysart Unified School District 

Nicholas Brake, Ph. D. 
Owensboro (KY) Independent Schools 

Dr. Maureen E. Latham 
Beaumont USD 

Gary Lewis 
Oakwood CUSD #76 

Vicki Schumacher 
Coast Unified School District 

Dr. Karen Sullivan 
Indian Prairie District 204 

Kelly U. Pew, Ph.D. 
Rock Hill School District 3 

Dr. Jared A. Cotton 
Henry County Public Schools 

Rob Clayton 
Warren County Public Schools 
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Gary W. Klahn 
Wheeler Central Public Schools 

Dr. Ron Carruth 
Whittier City School District 

Steve Thomas 
Nett Lake 

Dr. Jake Dingman 
Oakesdale 

Edward Drapp 
Regional School District No. 6 

Dr. Laura VanDuyn 
Cedar Springs Public Schools 

Annette Hart 
Judith Gap 

R. Ricketson, Supt 
Fairview Area Schools 

Dr. Craig Coleman 
Harleton ISD 

Cindy Marten 
San Diego Unified 

Ernest Rose 
Maricopa County Regional School District 

Dr. Kelli Joseph 
St. Helena Parish School District 

Hugo A. Pedroza 
Fallbrook Union High School District 

Dr. Corbin T. Witt 
Geary County, USD 475 

Steven N. Sedlmayr 
School District of Alma 

Ronald G. Livingood Ed.D 
Grant County 
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Dr. Nancy Wagner 
Beach Park School District 3 

Keith A. Marty, Ed.D. 
Parkway School District 

Dr. Brenda Arteaga 
Southwest Schools 

Dr. Richard J. Hughes 
Central Valley CSD 

Joost Jan DeMoes 
Rio Bravo-Greeley 

Michele B. Lemire 
Escanaba Area Public Schools 

Dr. Victor Simon 
Gower62 

Philip Pempin 
V crmilion Local School District 
Vermilion Ohio 44089 

Tony Dunn 
Belpre City Schools 

Dr. Brian Harris 
Barrington CUSD 220 

' 
Randy Moczygemba 
New Braunfels ISD 

Dr. Barry M. Reilly 
Bloomington District 87 

R. Mathevv Plater 
Havana CUSD #1 26 

Dr. Joel Price 
Faulkton Area Schools District 24-4 

Jason Keith Tadlock 
Elkhorn Area School District 
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Janet K. Ncufold 
Twin Valley 

Dr. Darrell Johnson 
Greenwood School District 50 

Ann Linson 
East Noble School Corporation 

Joe Stutting 
North Scott School District 

Michael Lubelfeld Ed.D. 
Deerfield Public School District 109 (IL) 

Barbara Suggs Mason 
Elementary School District 159 

Patrick K. Murphy, Ed.D. 
Arlington Public Schools 

Melissa Moore, Ed.D. 
El Segundo Unified School District 

Thomas Hunter 
Greensburg Community Schools 

Dr. Marcelo Cavazos 
Arlington Independent School District 

Dr. Gary Peiffer 
Carlynton School District 

Dr. Robert Evans 
Shelby Eastern Schools 

Sandra Weaver 
Metropolitan School District of Wabash County 

Chris Sampson, Ed.S. 
Clinton Prairie School Corporation 

Charles M. Berkley, Jr. 
Lunenburg County 
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Sherry L.Grate, Ed.D. 
DeKalb Co. Central United School District 

Dr. Darrell Johnson 
Greenwood School District 50 

Jeffrey C. Moss 
Beaufort County School District, SC 

Dr. Freddie Williamson 
Hoke County Schools 

Alonzo "Lonnie" R. Luce 
St. James Parish Schools 

Dr. Jesulon Gibbs-Brown 
Orangeburg Consolidated School District Three 

Peter W. Bush 
Coloma Community Schools 

Janet K. Neufeld 
Twin VA 

David A. Hoffert, PhD 
Warsaw Community Schools 

Marsha Gore, Ed.D. 
McAlester Public Schools 

Sherry A. Martin 
Kings River Union Elementary School District 

Joseph C. Barrow, Jr. 
Fayette County 

George Rierson 
Unionville-Sebewaing Area School District 

Patricia F Deklotz 
Kettle Moraine 

PA TRICK POSEY 
Leake County Mississippi 
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Fred H. Rayfield 
Decatur County, Georgia 

Dr. Timothy Purnell 
Somerville Public Schools 

Lisa F. Meysembourg 
Schulenburg Independent School District 

Dr. Lisa L. Snyder 
Lakeville Area Public Schools 

Dr. Cheryl McCarthy 
Joliet Township I ligh School #204 

Valya S. Lee, Ed.D. 
Liberty County 

Donald D. Owen, Ed.D. 
Urbana School District #116 

Mark Edwards 
Mooresville Graded North Carolina 

Dr. Darwin J. StifJler 
Yuma Elementary School District One 

Adam Stein 
Wright Elementary School District 

Beth Niedermeyer PhD 
Noblesville Schools 

Todd Been 
Dewar Public School 

Alan Marshall 
Center Point - Urbana 

Keith A. Nance 
West Washington School Corporation 

Michael Zoerhoff 
Kentwood Public Schools 
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Dr. Austin Obasohan 
Duplin County Schools 

Rudy f alana 
Burke 

Kenneth L. Bates 
Green Lake, WI 

Carol A Woodbury 
Dennis-Yarmouth Regional School District 

Dr. Kenneth Spells 
Alton School District 

8 

Sharon D. Olds 
Galena Unit School Sist # 120 

Steve Brotherton 
Affton 

Brent D. Cryderman 
Houghton Lake Community Schools 

William Sakelarios 
PACE Preparatory Academy 

Tony Thomas 
Salina Public Schools 


