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The Commission recognizes its historic federal trust relationship with federally 
recognized Tribal Nations, has a longstanding policy of promoting Tribal self-sufficiency 
and economic development, and has developed a record of helping ensure that Tribal 
Nations and their members obtain access to communications services.308 It is well 
documented that communities on Tribal lands historically have had less access to 
telecommunications services than any other segment of the U.S. population.309 Given the 
difficulties many Tribal consumers face in gaining access to basic services by living on 
typically remote and underserved Tribal lands, the Commission recognizes the important 
role of universal service support in helping to provide telecommunications services to the 
residents of Tribal lands.
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