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October 16, 2015
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission



Ex Parte

445 - 12th Street, S.W.  

Washington, D.C.  20554

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation, WC Docket No. 10-90 and 14-93.
Dear Ms. Dortch:

The Utilities Telecom Council is providing the following ex parte notification in the above-referenced proceeding in accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules.  On October 15, 2015, Randy Klindt from Co-Mo Comm, Inc. in Tipton, Missouri and Darren Farnan from United Services, Inc. in Maryville, Missouri along with the undersigned representative from the Utilities Telecom Council (“UTC”) met with Travis Litman from the Office of Commissioner Rosenworcel in connection with an Application for Review that was filed by Co-Mo Comm, Inc. and United Services, Inc. the above-referenced proceedings.
 
The purpose of the meeting was to urge the Commission to grant the Application for Review and reverse the decision by the Wireline Competition Bureau
, and determine instead that certain census blocks that were challenged by Co-Mo Comm, Inc. and United Services, Inc. are in fact served with broadband, so that funding under the Connect America Fund is not awarded by the Commission to CenturyLink to deploy broadband networks in those census blocks.
During the meeting, the representatives from Co-Mo Comm, Inc. and United Services, Inc. explained that they provided qualifying voice and broadband services under the Connect America Fund and that the Bureau should not have denied their challenge that the census blocks in question were served.  They contradicted arguments by CenturyLink that they did not provide qualifying voice services and/or that their broadband services were not reasonably comparable to services that were offered in urban areas.  

The representatives from Co-Mo Comm, Inc. and United Services, Inc. also responded to ex parte presentations by CenturyLink in the proceeding
, which suggest that in the event that the Commission should grant the Application for Review and remove those census blocks from the offer of model-based support to CenturyLink, the Commission should allow CenturyLink to use the funding from those census blocks in other parts of Missouri.  The representatives from Co-Mo Comm, Inc. and United Services, Inc. opposed this, and suggested instead that the Commission should consider awarding the funding available in those census blocks through the reverse auction as part of Phase II of the Connect America Fund.  This would be a fair solution for using the funding, rather than simply giving it to CenturyLink to use elsewhere in Missouri.
Thank you for your help in this matter.  If there are any questions concerning this matter, please let me know.







Respectfully,
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Brett Kilbourne

Cc: Travis Litman
� Application for Review by Co-Mo Comm, Inc. and United Services, Inc. in WC Docket No. 10-90 and WC Docket No. 14-93 (filed Apr. 29, 2015).





� Connect America Fund, Order, WC Docket No. 10-90 and WC Docket No. 14-93, DA 15-383 (Wireline


Competition Bureau, Mar. 30, 2015)(hereinafter “Challenge Order”).





� See Letter from Jeffrey S. Lanning, Vice President Regulatory Affairs, CenturyLink to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, WC Docket No. 10-90 (Sept. 29, 2015).  See also Letter from Jeffrey S. Lanning, Vice President Regulatory Affairs, CenturyLink to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, WC Docket No. 10-90 (Oct. 1, 2015).
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