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This Rural Broadband Experiment (“RBE”) Interim Report is provided by First Step Internet, LLC (“FSI”) in
furtherance of the requirements of the Rural Broadband Experiments Order, which requires award recipients to
file an interim progress report on November 1, 2015 after receipt of the first disbursement of rural broadband
experiment support. In the case of FSI, the RBE award was first announced on September 11, 2015 and the first
disbursement was issued on September 29, 2015. As required, the interim report below reflects data as of
September 30, 2015.
Description of the Status of First Step Internet’s Project:
FSI has selected the locations for the wireless distribution nodes that will be used to provide the end-user
connectivity meeting the RBE buildout / service requirements.
In terms of selecting and hiring vendors, TelRad’s Compact 1000 has been selected as the primary distribution
equipment. PCS Technologies, Inc has been selected as the value add vendor. PCS has completed the initial
coverage plot / mapping predictions for the required coverage areas. The Compact 1000’s will initially be
installed on existing network infrastructure, and all necessary licensing and permitting has been completed.
Construction and installation of the distribution network is underway, however, as of September 30, 2015, there
have been no end user connections made to the network, so FSI has not completed the Excel spreadsheet that is
attached to the USAC Interim Report notice.
Network buildout, testing and commissioning is expected to be completed for all distribution notes in the next
few months. As of September 30, 2015, FSI has no end-user locations to report with respect to the offering of
voice and broadband services that meet the public service obligations for the relevant Rural Broadband
Experiment category.
Sincerely,
Kevin W. Owen
First Step Internet, LLC
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