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Via Electronic Mail and ECFS 
Ms. Catherine Matraves 
Ms. Karen Sprung 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Re: Potential Corrections to the List of Reserve-Eligible Nationwide Carriers; GN Docket No. 

12-268; WT Docket No. 12-269; AU Docket No. 14-252 
 
 
Dear Ms. Matraves and Ms. Sprung:  
 
T-Mobile USA, Inc. (“T-Mobile”),1 by counsel, submits the following list of potential corrections to the 
list of nationwide carriers qualified to bid on reserve spectrum in each Partial Economic Area 
(“PEA”).2  Confirming the accuracy of the reserve-eligibility list will help achieve the important public 
interest goal of protecting against excessive concentration of low-band spectrum holdings by the 
nation’s dominant wireless providers while ensuring competitive bidding.  Attached is a detailed 
showing of T-Mobile’s reserve-eligibility calculations for each of the markets listed below. 
 
The FCC incorrectly identified Verizon as reserve-eligible in the following PEAs: 
 

1. Oklahoma City, OK (PEA039) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum 
holdings of 44.83 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the 
suitable and available low-band spectrum and is ineligible for the spectrum reserve.3   

 

                                                   
1 T-Mobile USA, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of T-Mobile US, Inc., a publicly traded company. 
2 See Application Procedures for Broadcast Incentive Auction Scheduled to Begin on March 29, 2016; 
Technical Formulas for Competitive Bidding, Public Notice, DA 15-1183, ¶ 103 and Attachment 3 (Oct. 
15, 2015) (“Application Procedures PN”). 
3 The FCC’s 45 megahertz or more threshold for reserve-eligibility is approximately one-third of the 134 
megahertz of low-band spectrum that is suitable and available for use, rounded up.  See Policies 
Regarding Mobile Spectrum Holdings; Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of 
Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions, Report and Order, 29 FCC Rcd 6133, ¶ 176 (2014) (“Mobile 
Spectrum Holdings Order”).  For purposes of the one-third threshold, the FCC rounds 44.6666667 up to 
45 MHz.  Rounding down for purposes of applying the reserve-eligibility threshold would be arbitrary and 
logically inconsistent with the FCC’s decision to round up for purposes of calculating what constitutes 
“one-third of suitable and available spectrum” below 1 GHz.   
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2. Brownsville, TX (PEA047) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings 
of 44.97 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the suitable 
and available low-band spectrum and is ineligible for the spectrum reserve. 

 
3. Springfield, MA (PEA069) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings 

of 45.92 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the suitable 
and available low-band spectrum and is in eligible for the reserve.  The FCC may not have 
attributed the Pittsfield Cellular Telephone Company (“Pittsfield”) cellular license in CMA213, 
KNKA691, to Verizon Wireless.  The ownership disclosure filing for Pittsfield lists Cellco 
Partnership as an attributable owner in Pittsfield of roughly 95 percent.   

 
4. Bozeman, MT (PEA190) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings of 

45.41 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the suitable 
and available low-band spectrum and is ineligible for the spectrum reserve. 

 
5. Galesburg, IL (PEA282) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings of 

46.97 megahertz.  Verizon has confirmed that it is not reserve-eligible in this market.4    
 

6. Great Falls, MT (PEA303) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings 
of 45.09 megahertz.  While the FCC did not identify Verizon as reserve eligible in this 
market, Verizon has asserted that it will become eligible after approval of consummation of a 
spectrum lease.5  The Mobile Spectrum Holdings Order explains that with regard to spectrum 
leases, the FCC will attribute spectrum to both the lessor and the lessee.6  Therefore, 
Verizon’s lease of spectrum in this market to another entity does not make it reserve eligible. 

 
7. Yankton, SD (PEA307) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings of 

44.88 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the suitable 
and available low-band spectrum and is ineligible for the spectrum reserve. 

 
8. Farmington, NM (PEA312) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings 

of 47.00 megahertz.  The FCC may not have attributed the spectrum leased by Verizon to 
Northern New Mexico Limited Partnership.7  Because the FCC attributes leased spectrum to 
both the lessor and the lessee, Verizon is ineligible for the spectrum reserve.   

 
9. Sheridan, WY (PEA315) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings of 

44.94 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the suitable 
and available low-band spectrum and is ineligible for the spectrum reserve. 

 
10. Minot, ND (PEA322) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings of 

46.82 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the suitable 
and available low-band spectrum and is ineligible for the spectrum reserve. 

 

                                                   
4 See Letter of Tamara Preiss, Vice President, Verizon to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, GN Docket 
No. 12-268, WT Docket No. 12-269; AU Docket No. 14-252 (Nov. 12, 2015). 
5 See id. 
6 Mobile Spectrum Holdings Order, ¶ 175, n. 493.   
7 See FCC ULS No. L000008572. 
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11. Kanab, UT (PEA404) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings of 
46.96 megahertz.  Verizon therefore has an interest in more than one-third of the suitable 
and available low-band spectrum and is ineligible for the spectrum reserve. 

 
12. Valentine, NE (PEA410) – Verizon has population-weighted low-band spectrum holdings of 

45.02 megahertz.  The FCC may not have attributed the spectrum leased by Verizon to Alltel 
of Nebraska.8  Because the FCC attributes leased spectrum to both the lessor and the 
lessee, Verizon is ineligible for the spectrum reserve. 

 
 
T-Mobile or other parties may yet identify additional corrections to the FCC’s reserve-eligibility list.  
T-Mobile therefore reserves the right to submit additional corrections for FCC review.   
 
Please direct any questions regarding this filing to me.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Trey Hanbury 
 
Trey Hanbury 
Counsel to T-Mobile USA, Inc. 

 
 
 
Attachment 

                                                   
8 See FCC ULS No. L000008787. 
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Oklahoma City OK (PEA039)
FCC Determination:  Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp
40017 Canadian OK 39 115,541                  39              115,502     -            115,502     -            -            25.00 24.99 0.00
40027 Cleveland OK 39 255,755                  -            255,755     -            255,755     -            -            25.00 25.00 0.00
40031 Comanche OK 39 124,098                  124,075     18              -            25              -            124,060     25.00 0.00 24.99
40051 Grady OK 39 52,431                    -            52,431       -            52,431       -            -            25.00 25.00 0.00
40081 Lincoln OK 39 34,273                    -            34,273       -            34,273       -            -            25.00 25.00 0.00
40083 Logan OK 39 41,848                    2                41,834       -            41,848       -            -            25.00 24.99 0.00
40087 McClain OK 39 34,506                    -            33,809       -            34,506       -            -            25.00 24.50 0.00
40109 Oklahoma OK 39 718,633                  -            718,633     -            718,637     -            -            25.00 25.00 0.00
40125 Pottawatomie OK 39 69,442                    -            68,989       -            69,432       -            -            25.00 24.84 0.00

Total PEA ==> 1,446,527               124,116     1,321,244  -            1,322,409  -            124,060     25.00 22.83 2.14

700 MHz 28.54 22.00

Total Low Band 53.54 44.83

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings

Brownsville TX (PEA047)
FCC Determination:  Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others

48061 Cameron TX 47 406,220                  2,211         403,893     -            406,156     -            -            25.13 24.86 0.00
48215 Hidalgo TX 47 774,769                  17,102       757,667     -            774,769     -            -            25.55 24.45 0.00
48427 Starr TX 47 60,968                    60,968       -            -            60,968       -            -            50.00 0.00 0.00
48489 Willacy TX 47 22,134                    22,134       -            -            22,134       -            -            50.00 0.00 0.00

Total PEA ==> 1,264,091               102,415     1,161,560  -            1,264,027  -            -            27.02 22.97 0.00

700 MHz 28.42 22.00

Total Low Band 55.45 44.97

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings

Springfield MA (PEA069)
FCC Determination:  Verizon Eligible

Text 
FIPS County Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp
25003 Berkshire MA 69 131,219                  -            131,219     -            131,219     -            -            25.00 25.00 0.00
25011 Franklin MA 69 71,372                    247            71,125       -            71,369       3                -            25.09 24.91 0.00
25013 Hampden MA 69 463,490                  8                463,482     -            463,482     8                -            25.00 25.00 0.00
25015 Hampshire MA 69 158,080                  -            158,080     -            158,080     -            -            25.00 25.00 0.00
50003 Bennington VT 69 37,125                    37,125       -            -            -            -            37,107       25.00 0.00 24.99

Total PEA ==> 861,286               37,380    823,906  -           824,150  11            37,107    25.01 23.92 1.08

700 MHz 34.97 22.00

Total Low Band 59.97 45.92

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings



   
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Bozeman MT (PEA190)
FCC Determination:  AT&T and Verizon Eligible

Text 
FIPS County Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless

Mid-
Rivers 

Cellular AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

Mid-
Rivers 

Cellular AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

Mid-
Rivers 

Cellular
30019 Daniels MT 190 1,751                      1,554         -            -            -            -            -            22.19 0.00 0.00
30021 Dawson MT 190 8,966                      8,397         -            -            -            8,212         647            23.41 22.90 1.80
30031 Gallatin MT 190 89,513                    89,513       -            -            -            89,387       -            25.00 24.96 0.00
30033 Garfield MT 190 1,206                      -            619            -            -            199            909            0.00 16.96 18.84
30037 Golden Valley MT 190 884                         869            -            -            -            851            -            24.58 24.07 0.00
30055 McCone MT 190 1,734                      1,346         73              -            -            -            1,406         19.41 1.05 20.27
30057 Madison MT 190 7,691                      7,643         24              -            -            7,262         -            24.84 23.68 0.00
30065 Musselshell MT 190 4,538                      4,274         -            -            -            4,536         -            23.55 24.99 0.00
30067 Park MT 190 15,636                    15,636       -            -            -            15,542       -            25.00 24.85 0.00
30069 Petroleum MT 190 494                         60              -            -            -            494            -            3.04 25.00 0.00
30083 Richland MT 190 9,746                      9,454         -            -            -            9,089         438            24.25 23.31 1.12
30085 Roosevelt MT 190 10,425                    10,249       -            -            -            -            -            24.58 0.00 0.00
30091 Sheridan MT 190 3,384                      3,243         -            -            -            -            -            23.96 0.00 0.00
30095 Stillwater MT 190 9,117                      9,101         -            -            -            9,004         -            24.96 24.69 0.00
30097 Sweet Grass MT 190 3,651                      3,651         -            -            -            3,600         -            25.00 24.65 0.00
30105 Valley MT 190 7,369                      112            6,890         -            -            -            -            0.38 23.37 0.00
30111 Yellowstone MT 190 147,972                  147,972     -            -            -            147,721     -            25.00 24.96 0.00

Total PEA ==> 324,077               313,074  7,606      -           -           295,897  3,400      24.15 23.41 0.26

700 MHz 19.84 22.00

Total Low Band 43.99 45.41

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings

Galesburg IL (PEA282)
FCC Determination:  Both AT&T and Verizon Eligible
Verizon believes it should not  be eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp
17057 Fulton IL 282 37,069                    -            -            37,069       -            37,069       -            0.00 25.00 25.00
17095 Knox IL 282 52,919                    122            -            52,797       -            52,919       -            0.06 25.00 24.94
17109 McDonough IL 282 32,612                    -            -            32,612       -            32,612       -            0.00 25.00 25.00
17123 Marshall IL 282 12,640                    12,640       -            -            -            12,633       -            25.00 24.99 0.00
17125 Mason IL 282 14,666                    14,666       -            -            -            14,666       -            25.00 25.00 0.00
17175 Stark IL 282 5,994                      5,994         -            -            -            5,791         -            25.00 24.15 0.00
17187 Warren IL 282 17,707                    -            -            17,707       -            17,707       -            0.00 25.00 25.00

Total PEA ==> 173,607               33,422    -           140,185  -           173,397  -           4.81 24.97 20.19

700 MHz 18.00 22.00

Total Low Band 22.81 46.97

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings



   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Great Falls MT (PEA303)
FCC Determination:  Neither AT&T or Verizon Eligible
Verizon believes it will be eligible after approval of lease to Triangle

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp
30005 Blaine MT 303 6,491                      4,751         4                -            -            160            -            18.30 0.63 0.00
30013 Cascade MT 303 81,327                    81,327       -            -            -            81,324       -            25.00 25.00 0.00
30015 Chouteau MT 303 5,813                      5,190         -            -            -            4,700         -            22.32 20.21 0.00
30035 Glacier MT 303 13,399                    13,218       -            -            -            13,399       -            24.66 25.00 0.00
30041 Hill MT 303 16,096                    15,351       -            -            -            14,030       -            23.84 21.79 0.00
30051 Liberty MT 303 2,339                      1,971         -            -            -            943            -            21.07 10.08 0.00
30073 Pondera MT 303 6,153                      6,153         -            -            -            6,153         -            25.00 25.00 0.00
30099 Teton MT 303 6,073                      5,957         -            -            -            6,071         -            24.52 24.99 0.00
30101 Toole MT 303 5,324                      5,288         -            -            -            5,311         -            24.83 24.94 0.00

Total PEA ==> 143,015               139,206  4               -           -           132,091  -           24.33 23.09 0.00

700 MHz 23.95 22.00

Total Low Band 48.28 45.09

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings

Yankton SD (PEA307)
FCC Determination:  AT&T and Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless

US 
Cellular 

Corp
19119 Lyon IA 307 11,581                    290            -            11,290       11,581       -            -            25.63 0.00 24.37
31027 Cedar NE 307 8,852                      369            -            8,483         -            8,852         -            1.04 25.00 23.96
31107 Knox NE 307 8,701                      1,510         -            7,195         -            8,644         -            4.34 24.84 20.67
46009 Bon Homme SD 307 7,070                      7,070         -            -            -            7,070         -            25.00 25.00 0.00
46027 Clay SD 307 13,864                    13,864       -            -            -            13,864       -            25.00 25.00 0.00
46061 Hanson SD 307 3,331                      3,335         -            -            -            3,331         -            25.03 25.00 0.00
46067 Hutchinson SD 307 7,343                      7,319         -            -            -            7,343         -            24.92 25.00 0.00
46083 Lincoln SD 307 44,828                    44,828       -            -            396            44,432       -            25.22 24.78 0.00
46087 McCook SD 307 5,618                      5,618         -            -            -            5,618         -            25.00 25.00 0.00
46125 Turner SD 307 8,347                      8,347         -            -            -            8,347         -            25.00 25.00 0.00
46135 Yankton SD 307 22,438                    22,415       -            23              -            22,438       -            24.97 25.00 0.03

Total PEA ==> 141,973               114,965  -           26,991    11,977    129,939  -           22.35 22.88 4.75

700 MHz 15.54 22.00

Total Low Band 37.89 44.88

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings

Farmington NM (PEA312)
FCC Determination:  AT&T and Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

Smith 
Bagley 

(Cellular 
One of 
NE AZ) AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless

Smith 
Bagley 

(Cellular 
One of 
NE AZ) AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless

Smith 
Bagley 

(Cellular 
One of 
NE AZ)

35045 San Juan NM 312 130,044                  129,367     -            3                -            130,044     -            24.87 25.00 0.00

700 MHz 18.00 22.00

Total Low Band 42.87 47.00

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings



   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sheridan WY (PEA315)
FCC Determination:  AT&T and Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless

Commnet 
Wireless AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless

Mid-
Rivers 

Cellular AT&T
Verizon 

Wireless Others
30003 Big Horn MT 315 12,865                    11,282       -            838            -            11,442       -            21.92 22.23 1.63
30009 Carbon MT 315 10,078                    10,078       -            -            -            10,035       -            25.00 24.89 0.00
30017 Custer MT 315 11,699                    11,429       -            -            -            11,290       227            24.42 24.13 0.49
30025 Fallon MT 315 2,890                      2,797         -            -            -            -            2,854         24.20 0.00 24.69
30075 Powder River MT 315 1,743                      1,010         -            -            -            29              1,553         14.49 0.42 22.27
30079 Prairie MT 315 1,179                      1,111         -            -            -            1,032         106            23.56 21.88 2.25
30087 Rosebud MT 315 9,233                      8,829         -            272            -            5,537         978            23.91 14.99 3.38
30103 Treasure MT 315 718                         708            -            -            -            703            -            24.65 24.48 0.00
56003 Big Horn WY 315 11,668                    11,666       -            -            -            11,668       -            25.00 25.00 0.00
56019 Johnson WY 315 8,569                      8,562         -            -            -            8,500         -            24.98 24.80 0.00
56029 Park WY 315 28,205                    28,197       -            -            -            28,118       -            24.99 24.92 0.00
56033 Sheridan WY 315 29,116                    29,069       -            -            -            29,063       -            24.96 24.95 0.00

Total PEA ==> 127,963               124,738  -           1,110      -           117,417  5,718      24.37 22.94 1.33

700 MHz 12.62 22.00

Total Low Band 36.99 44.94

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings

Minot ND (PEA322)
FCC Determination:  Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others

38009 Bottineau ND 322 6,429                      6,409         -            -            -            6,290         -            24.92 24.46 0.00
38013 Burke ND 322 1,968                      1,964         -            -            -            1,812         -            24.95 23.02 0.00
38023 Divide ND 322 2,071                      2,002         -            -            -            1,869         -            24.17 22.56 0.00
38049 McHenry ND 322 5,395                      5,381         -            -            -            5,381         -            24.94 24.94 0.00
38053 McKenzie ND 322 6,360                      6,348         -            -            -            6,360         -            24.95 25.00 0.00
38061 Mountrail ND 322 7,673                      7,673         -            -            -            7,673         -            25.00 25.00 0.00
38075 Renville ND 322 2,470                      2,377         -            -            -            2,440         -            24.06 24.70 0.00
38101 Ward ND 322 61,675                    61,675       -            -            -            61,675       -            25.00 25.00 0.00
38105 Williams ND 322 22,398                    22,398       -            -            -            22,102       -            25.00 24.67 0.00

Total PEA ==> 116,439               116,227  -           -           -           115,602  -           24.95 24.82 0.00

700 MHz 18.00 22.00

Total Low Band 42.95 46.82

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings

Kanab UT (PEA404)
FCC Determination:  Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others

49025 Kane UT 404 7,125                      7,125         -            -            -            7,092         -            25.00 24.88 0.00
49037 San Juan UT 404 14,746                    13,525       -            1,136         -            14,746       -            22.93 25.00 1.93

Total PEA ==> 21,871                 20,650    -           1,136      -           21,838    -           23.60 24.96 1.30

700 MHz 30.00 22.00

Total Low Band 53.60 46.96

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings



   
 
 

 
 

Valentine NE (PEA410)
FCC Determination:  AT&T and Verizon Eligible

Text FIPS Name STATE PEA 2010 Census AT&T
Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others AT&T

Verizon 
Wireless Others

31031 Cherry NE 410 5,713                      23              -            5,646         -            5,055         -            0.10 22.12 24.71
31075 Grant NE 410 614                         -            -            608            -            602            -            0.00 24.51 24.76
31161 Sheridan NE 410 5,469                      481            -            -            -            5,206         -            2.20 23.80 0.00

Total PEA ==> 11,796                 504          -           6,254      -           10,863    -           1.07 23.02 13.25

700 MHz 6.00 22.00

Total Low Band 7.07 45.02

A Block B Block POP Weighted Holdings


