
November 24, 2015 
 
 
 
Ex Parte  

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554  

Re: Connect America Fund, Docket No. 10-90  

Dear Ms. Dortch:  

On November 20 and 23, 2015, B. Lynn Follansbee of USTelecom and Robert Hunt of 
GVTC had telephone conferences with Carol Mattey and Joe Sorresso of the Wireline 
Competition Bureau.  On the November 20th call, Suzanne Yelen and Ted Burmeister of the 
Wireline Competition Bureau also joined the discussion and on November 23rd, Jonathan Banks 
of USTelecom joined the discussion.     

 
The subject of discussion on both conference calls was the potential mechanics of 

build-out requirements to unserved rural areas and the use of a competitive screen for 
disaggregating support in rural areas with an unsubsidized competitor as part of the bifurcated 
approach to reform of current rate-of-return universal service support mechanisms.  More 
specifically, participants discussed the characteristics of carriers considered to be an 
unsubsidized competitor and the use of the competitive screen on the new investment portion 
of the bifurcated approach.  In addition, the discussion included ideas for reportable 
benchmarks in the deployment of broadband to unserved rural areas.     

 
Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  

      
  
      B. Lynn Follansbee 
      Vice President, Law & Policy 
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 Joe Sorresso 
 Suzanne Yelen 
 Ted Burmeister 


