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Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C.  20554 

In the Matter of 

The Establishment of Policies and Service Rules 
for the Broadcasting-Satellite Service at the 17.3-
17.7 GHz Frequency Band and at the 17.7-17.8 
GHz Frequency Band Internationally, and at the 
24.75-25.25 GHz Frequency Band for Fixed 
Satellite Services Providing Feeder Links to the 
Broadcasting-Satellite Service and for the Satellite 
Services Operating Bi-directionally in the 17.3-
17.8 GHz Frequency Band 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IB Docket No. 06-123 

SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS OF ECHOSTAR AND DISH 

EchoStar Satellite Operating Corporation (“EchoStar”) and DISH Network L.L.C. 

(“DISH”) submit these supplemental comments in response to the International Bureau’s Public 

Notice1 seeking to refresh the record on the Commission’s proposed rules to mitigate potential 

ground-path interference from Direct Broadcast Satellite (“DBS”) feeder link earth stations to 

17/24 GHz Broadcasting-Satellite Service (“BSS”) subscriber earth stations.2  We previously 

filed comments urging the Commission to move forward with measures that strike an appropriate 

balance between providing sufficient interference protection to new 17/24 GHz BSS systems and 

                                                
1 See Commission Staff Invites Any Supplemental Information or Comments on Proposed Ground Path 
Interference Rules for 17/24 GHz Reverse Band Broadcast-Satellite Service (BSS) Operations, Public 
Notice, DA 15-1147 (Oct. 7, 2015), published in 89 Fed. Reg. 65174 (Oct. 26, 2015). 
2 See Establishment of Policies and Service Rules for the Broadcasting-Satellite Service at the 17.3-17.7 
GHz Frequency Band and at the 17.7-17.8 GHz Frequency Band Internationally, and at the 24.75- 25.25 
GHz Frequency Band for Fixed Satellite Services Providing Feeder Links to the Broadcasting-Satellite 
Service and for the Satellite Services Operating Bi-directionally in the 17.3-17.8 GHz Frequency Band, 
Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 22 FCC Rcd 8842, ¶¶ 148-79 (2007) 
(“FNPRM”). 
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ensuring the operational flexibility that DBS operators have long relied upon.3  Specifically, the 

Commission should:   

(i) grandfather existing DBS feeder link earth stations as well as new or modified 
earth stations within 1 km of an existing feeder link site; and  

(ii) adopt appropriate coordination procedures for new DBS feeder link earth 
stations at new sites. 

These proposals remain equally valid today. 

Grandfathering Existing DBS Feeder Link Facilities and New or Modified Facilities 

near Existing Sites.  The record demonstrates strong support for grandfathering existing DBS 

feeder link earth stations.4  There is also strong record support for grandfathering new or 

modified earth stations within 1 km of an existing feeder link site,5 provided that the new or 

modified antenna’s power density is within the limits specified in the license for the existing 

earth station nearby.6  These grandfathering measures are critical to ensure the operational 

flexibility required for the provision of existing and future DBS services to consumers.  Absent 

such measures, new 17/24 GHz BSS operators would be allowed to claim interference protection 

from existing DBS feeder link facilities and future upgraded facilities, thus potentially degrading 

the service quality that DBS subscribers currently receive and disserving the public interest. 

Moreover, as EchoStar and SES Americom have noted, the Commission should not 

prescribe protection zones for grandfathered DBS earth stations that would effectively allow new 

17/24 GHz BSS earth stations outside of those zones to claim interference protection from 

                                                
3 See EchoStar Satellite L.L.C., Comments, IB Dkt. No. 06-123, at 4-8 (Nov. 5, 2007) (“EchoStar 
Comments”); EchoStar Satellite L.L.C., Reply Comments, IB Dkt. No. 06-123, at 4-7 (Dec. 5, 2007) 
(“EchoStar Reply Comments”). 
4 See, e.g., EchoStar Reply Comments at 4-5; DIRECTV Comments, IB Dkt. No. 06-123, at 7-10 (Nov. 5, 
2007) (“DIRECTV Comments”); SES Americom Reply Comments, IB Dkt. No. 06-123, at 3-7 (Dec. 5, 
2007). 
5 See, e.g., EchoStar Reply Comments at 5; DIRECTV Comments at 9. 
6 See, e.g., EchoStar Reply Comments at 5; SES Americom Reply Comments at 2.  
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grandfathered DBS earth stations.7  Limiting the operational flexibility of grandfathered DBS 

operations in such a manner is unwarranted, given that 17/24 GHz BSS providers are fully 

capable of assessing the risk of interference from grandfathered DBS operations and planning 

their subscriber earth station deployments accordingly. 

Coordination for New DBS Feeder Link Facilities at New Sites.  For new DBS feeder 

link earth stations at new sites, the Commission should adopt its proposal to apply coordination 

procedures similar to Section 25.203(c)’s procedures for coordination between new earth stations 

and existing terrestrial systems.8  Section 25.203(c)’s coordination procedures are well-

established and can be applied to non-grandfathered DBS earth stations with minimal 

modifications.  Further, the coordination zone around the new site should be determined using 

the FCC’s EPFD contour model.9   

Based upon the foregoing, the Commission should adopt appropriate ground-path 

interference rules, including grandfathering existing and certain new or modified DBS feeder 

link operations and coordination procedures for new DBS feeder link facilities at new sites. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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7 See EchoStar Reply Comments at 5; SES Americom Reply Comments at 2-4. 
8 See EchoStar Reply Comments at 6. 
9 See id. 


