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Dear Secretary Dortch: 

The United States Department of Transpo1tation (DOT or the Depaitment) and the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), an operating administration of DOT, continue to supp01t the Commission's 
effo1ts to amend its rules to allow railroad police officers to use public safety interoperability and 
mutual aid channels to communicate with other public safety officials. 

As we discussed in our comment at an earlier stage ofthis proceeding, dated July 18, 2014, railroad 
operators and employees must be able to communicate quickly and efficiently with first responders 
to address problems and respond to emergencies. Railroad police officers improve railroad safety 
and security by working with local authorities, including other police officers, firefighters, and 
emergency medical responders, to prevent crime, identify suspicious activity, and perform other 
critical functions. Given the nationwide importance of this work, the Secretary of Transportation 
has the authority to prescribe regulations relating to the certification and commissioning of railroad 
police, so that in specified circumstances, a railroad police officer certified or commissioned in one 
state "may enforce the laws of any jurisdiction in which the rail carrier 0\\<11s property." 49 U.S.C. 
§ 2810 l(a). FRA has promulgated such regulations w1der a delegation of authority from the 
Secretary, set forth in Part 207 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations. A railroad police 
officer designated by a railroad, and commissioned under the laws of one state, is authorized in 
many instances to enforce the laws of any state in which the railroad owns property, so long as the 
railroad provides proper notice to state officials. 49 C.F.R. § 207.5. 

There has been broad suppo11 among commenters for the Commission' s efforts to allow railroad 
police officers to operate on public safety interoperability frequencies. See NPRM ~ 5 (released 
Sept. 1, 2015); Comments of the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council at 4 (Nov. 
13, 2015) ("The Commission' s proposal, once adopted, should enable a significant improvement in 
railroad police interoperability with other law enforcement, fire and emergency medical personnel, 
especially in the event a major incident involving the railroad occurs."). As the Commission moves 
forward in its consideration of how to implement this change, DOT and FRA are of the view that 



··railroad police officers" should be broadly defined, and we therefore agree that the Commission 
should make clear that Amtrak police officers and part-time railroad police officers, like other 
appropriately commissioned police officers, will be able to access these interoperable frequencies. 
See Comments of the Ass' n of Am. R.R. and Am. Short Line & Regional R.R. Ass·n at 5 (Nov. 13. 
2015) (FCC "should adopt a broad definition [of railroad police officer] to ensure that all relevant 
individuals have access to frequencies needed to carry out their railroad policing responsibilities."). 
This will help to improve passenger safety and the security of the rail network as a whole. 

We appreciate the Commission' s continued attention to this important issue. If you have further 
questions or would like more information about the interests of DOT and FRA in this 
proceeding, please feel free to contact me. 

Respectfully. 

Kathryn B. Thomson 

cc: Peter Tenhula (National Telecommunications & Information Administration) 
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