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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Protection from Anticompetitive Behavior and Stop Settlement 
Payment Order on the U.S.-Pakistan Route, IB Docket No. 12-324

Dear Ms. Dortch:

As the Commission is aware, in early October 2012, certain Pakistani long distance carriers 
imposed a substantial termination rate increase for carriers directly terminating traffic to Pakistan.  In 
response, on March 5, 2013, the Commission ordered U.S. carriers to suspend all U.S. carrier payments to 
these carriers for direct termination services that were charged at rates above those rates in effect directly 
prior to the rate increase.1 The Commission also ordered these U.S. carriers to notify the Commission if 
they are informed by any or all of these Pakistani carriers “that they are no longer required to pay any 
settlement or termination rate increase imposed effective on or around October 1, 2012 for direct 
termination of U.S. switched voice traffic on the U.S.-Pakistan route.” 2

Verizon has an informal offer from a correspondent long distance international carrier in Pakistan 
to directly terminate traffic at a rate less than that paid by Verizon prior to the rate increase of October 1, 
2012.  Under the proposed arrangement, a resumption of Verizon direct traffic on the U.S.-Pakistan route 
with this carrier would not result in an increased settlement or termination rate.  The offered rate, however, 
is contingent upon the settlement of outstanding balances for traffic exchanged between March 5, 2013 
and July 31, 2015 at rates higher than those in effect prior to October 1, 2012.     

One electronic copy of this Notice is being submitted in the above-referenced proceeding in 
accordance with section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules.  

Sincerely,
 

 
 
cc: Denise Coca, International Bureau

Kimberly Cook, International Bureau
David Krech, International Bureau

1 Petition for Protection from Anticompetitive Behavior and Stop Settlement Payment Order on the 
U.S.-Pakistan Route, 28 FCC Rcd. 2127, ¶1, 17 (2013). (“Pakistan Order”)
2 Pakistan Order at ¶20. 


