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Dear Chairman Tom Wheeler,

I urge you to enact a Broadband Lifeline Program to augment the existing program so 
that all low-income families and households can afford Internet service at home to 
harness the power of technology to help them escape concentrated and persistent 
poverty.

The 5 recommendations below will do this because they address the 3 primary barriers
to broadband adoption: (1) Cost; (2) Relevance; and (3) Digital Literacy.

1. Require all Internet providers to offer an affordable high-speed Internet 
unbundled service with a wi-fi router in the range of $10/month. The Broadband 
Lifeline Program should augment the Telephone Lifeline and not force consumers to 
choose between the
 two necessary technologies and programs.

2. Establish a streamlined national process for third-party verification of 
eligibility.

3. Capitalize an independent fund with proportionately-fair contributions from 
Internet providers to award performance-based grants to non-profit community 
organizations, schools and libraries (as the &quot;trusted messengers&quot;) for 
outreach, digital literacy training
 and assistance in signing up low-income customers.

4. Authorize and encourage states to implement their own statewide broadband 
lifeline initiative to complement and augment the FCC program.

5. Focus on results with specific numeric goals for broadband adoption that are 
monitored by an oversight advisory council.

It is wiser to invest a little today than to condemn another generation to being 
stuck on the wrong side of the Digital Divide without 21st Century tools to tackle 
the wall of poverty and become self-sufficient. Please support these recommendations
to give
 everyone a fair chance at America's opportunities.

Regards,
Donald Scheu
11429 Poplar Ridge Rd
Richmond, VA 23236
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