
 

 
    

 
 

 

Gerst Capital, LLC 
4962 El Camino Real, Suite 206 
Los Altos, CA 94022 
Phone (650) 917– 1453 

 

December 21, 2015 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20228 
 

Re:  IB Docket No. 13-213, RM-11685 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 
 
On December 21, 2015, I met with Johanna Thomas, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Jessica 
Rosenworcel, with regard to the above proceeding.  While reviewing the attached presentation, we 
discussed scenarios where TLPS would provide the most benefit.   Additional Wi-Fi bandwidth is 
advantageous in dense, congested areas such as airports, shopping centers, and multi-dwelling 
residential units.   However, it is less useful in places such as single-family residential neighborhoods.   
Ironically, the congested areas where TLPS would be most useful are exactly those areas where: 
 

1. The 25 5GHz Wi-Fi channels are readily available, and still lightly utilized. 
 

2. Additional 2.4GHz TLPS-induced noise would present the most risk to the operation of other 
2.4GHz band devices and services, such as Bluetooth and Bluetooth Low Energy. 

Globalstar recently stated “The potential public interest benefits of TLPS have been recognized in recent 
weeks in separate cited filings by Public Knowledge and the Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband 
Coalition.”1 While portions of each filing can be construed to support TLPS, the filings also advise 
common-sense caution:

“In this instance in particular, because the grant of an exclusive right extends into the publicly 
available spectrum, it is critical to ensure that grant of this exclusive privilege actually enhances 
operation of systems in the spectrum commons. Likewise, the Commission must have confidence 
that operation of TLPS will not create an “enclosure” problem where interference from TLPS 
impacts the existing open use of the spectrum commons.”2 
 
“Nevertheless, even with a significant and easily executed mitigation mechanisms, the 
Commission must require basic testing to ensure that the deployed devices will not cause 
unacceptable levels of interference to the unlicensed space.”3 
 
“At the same time, Public Knowledge recognizes that Globalstar requires clear timelines 
for any additional testing so that it may make suitable business plans. Endless and prolonged 
testing is a frequent problem for those seeking to deploy innovative services. At the same time, 
cooperative testing with other stakeholders is critical to ascertaining whether the technology can 
be deployed safely.”4 
 

                                                
1 See Letter from Regina M. Keeney, Counsel to Globalstar, Inc., to Marlene H. Dortch, FCC Secretary, IB Docket 
13-213 (December 15, 2015), Page 2.  
2 See Letter from Harold Feld, Senior Vice President of Public Knowledge, to Marlene H. Dortch, FCC Secretary 
(November 19, 2015), Page 3. 
3 Ibid, Page 4. 
4 Ibid, Page 5.    
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“The Commission should act quickly to determine what additional data it needs (e.g., outdoor 
testing), and provide 30 days for Globalstar and representative stakeholders – under the 
supervision of the Office of Engineering and Technology – to design a new set of tests. The 
parties would then have a reasonable period of time to conduct the tests and submit their 
analysis. In total, the Commission should require no more than 90 days from the time it initiates 
the testing process to the time the Commission has concluded any reporting and comment period 
and is prepared to make a decision based on the results.”5 
 
“We recognize that some parties have raised concerns about the possibility that TLPS could 
cause interference to existing users of licensed and unlicensed spectrum. While the undersigned 
did not observe any technical interference at the two trials, we do not have the expertise to 
evaluate whether interference may arise in other settings. The FCC should make sure that TLPS 
does not cause harmful interference to existing wireless users.”6 

 
Considering information available in the proceeding record and the comments above, the following seem 
to be relevant questions: 
 

Does the Commissions have confidence interference from TLPS will not impact the 
existing open use of the spectrum commons? 
 
Does the proceeding record reflect an adequate level of testing to ensure that the 
deployed TLPS devices will not cause unacceptable levels of interference to the 
unlicensed space (namely services like BT/BLE)? 
 
Has the Commission explored the possibility of requesting parties to conduct 
cooperative testing to ascertain whether the technology can be deployed safely? 
 
Has the Commission assured itself and the public that TLPS will not cause harmful 
interference to existing wireless users? 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Greg Gerst 
Gerst Capital, LLC 
 
 

cc: Johanna Thomas 
Edward Smith 
Louis Peraertz 
Erin McGrath 
Brendan Carr  
Julius Knapp 
Bruce Romano 
Rashmi Doshi 
 

                                                
5 Ibid, Page 5.  Based on prior discussions with domain experts at Ixia, FTE, and others, I believe Mr. Feld’s 
proposed timeline could be shortened. 
6 See Letter from John Windhausen, Executive Director of the SHLB Coalition, to Marlene H. Dortch, FCC 
Secretary, IB Docket 13-213 (December 8, 2015), Page 3. 
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