
 

  
 

   
   
       
   
 

 
Competitive Carriers Association 
805 15th Street NW, Suite 401 
Washington, DC 20005 
Office: (202) 449 -9866 • Fax: (866) 436 -1080 

 
January 11, 2016 
 
EX PARTE VIA ECFS 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

Re: NOTICE OF EX PARTE 
GN Docket No. 12-268: Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of 
Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions  

 
Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 

On January 7, 2016, Steve Sharkey and Christopher Wieczorek of T-Mobile USA Inc., Grant 
Spellmeyer of US Cellular, Tim Donovan and I, on behalf of Competitive Carriers Association 
(“CCA”), met with Gary Epstein, Howard Symons, Melissa Dunford, and Sasha Javid of the FCC’s 
Incentive Auction Task Force; Roger Sherman, Jean Kiddoo, Blaise Scinto, and Sandra Danner of 
the FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications Bureau; and William Lake, Pamela Gallant, and Hillary 
DeNigro of the FCC’s Media Bureau (collectively, “FCC representatives”) to discuss the 600 MHz 
broadcaster relocation procedures and timeframe.  CCA reiterated its support for the Commission’s 
plan to conclude the broadcaster relocation on time and on budget in order to have a successful 
incentive auction.1  

 
 

                                                   
1  See Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions, Report & 
 Order, 29 FCC Rcd 6567, 6796-802 ¶¶ 559-73 (2014) (“Incentive Auction Order”) (establishing a 39-
 month post-auction transition period for broadcasters that are assigned new channels in the 
 repacking process, which includes a three-month period during which broadcasters will complete and 
 file their construction permit applications followed by a 36-month period consisting of varied 
 construction deadlines).   



 
 

2 
 

 Following up on its December 22 letter,2 CCA and its members expressed concern about 
calls for a delay of the current 39-month transition period for incumbent relocation.3  As CCA and 
the Commission have previously acknowledged, there are reasonable activities that broadcasters and 
tower construction companies can commence now to prepare for the relocation process including 
“construction planning, installation of new power line[s], equipment purchases, and onsite storage of 
equipment.”4  CCA also encouraged the FCC to clarify the types of activities and expenses that will 
be reimbursable, whether those activities are incurred pre- or post-auction.   

 
This ex parte notification is being filed electronically with your office pursuant to Section 1.1206 

of the Commission’s Rules.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Rebecca Murphy Thompson 
 
Rebecca Murphy Thompson 
EVP and General Counsel, CCA 
 

cc: Gary Epstein 
 Howard Symons 

Melissa Dunford 
Sasha Javid 
Roger Sherman 
Jean Kiddoo 
Blaise Scinto 
Sandra Danner 
William Lake 
Pamela Gallant 
Hillary DeNigro 

 
 

                                                   
2  Ex Parte Letter from Rebecca Murphy Thompson, EVP and General Counsel, Competitive Carriers 
 Association to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, GN Docket No. 12-268 (filed Dec. 22, 2015).   
3  See Letter from Myra Moore, President, Digital Tech Consulting, Inc. (“DTC”) to Marlene H. 
 Dortch, Secretary, FCC, GN Docket No. 12-268 (filed Nov. 6, 2015), attaching Digital Tech 
 Consulting, Inc., Broadcast Spectrum Repacking Timeline, Resource and Cost Analysis Study (Oct. 2015). 
4  Incentive Auction Order, 29 FCC Rcd at 6798 ¶ 565, n.1595.  


