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January 13, 2016 
  
Via Electronic Filing  
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, S.W.  
Room TW-A325  
Washington, D.C. 20554  
 

Re:  Program Alternative for Small Wireless Communications Facility 
Deployments, WT Docket No. 15-180 
Ex Parte Communication 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 
On January 11, 2016, AT&T representatives Robert Vitanza, Colleen Thompson, Chet 
Taylor, Sandeep Gupta, Celia Nogales (by telephone), Rob Mrla (by telephone), and 
Paula Doublin (by telephone) met with Chad Breckinridge, Jeff Steinberg, Steve 
DelSordo, Paul D’Ari, Jill Springer, Don Johnson, Gregory Vadas, Mary Anne York (by 
telephone), Mania Baghdadi (by telephone), Bill Stafford (by telephone), and Saurbh 
Chhabra (by telephone) of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (“WTB”) to discuss 
the Section 106 Scoping Document for small wireless communications facility 
deployments.  A copy of the presentation given to the WTB representatives is attached to 
this letter. 
 
AT&T discussed the importance of streamlining the Section 106 review process for small 
wireless facility deployments, which allow carriers to serve areas that are hard to reach 
with traditional macro sites and thus, provide significant benefit to consumers.  The 
Collocation Nationwide Programmatic Agreement and Section 106 exclusions adopted in 
WT Docket No. 13-238 streamline Section 106 review for many small wireless facility 
deployments on existing structures.  Yet, many other such deployments are still subject to 
Section 106 review merely because the support structure is over 45 years of age, even when 
that structure is neither  historic in character nor located near structures of historic character 
and even if the small wireless facility is minimally intrusive.  In AT&T’s view, there is 
substantial room to expand the Section 106 exclusions to cover these types of small 
wireless facility deployments. 
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AT&T showed the WTB examples of stealth deployments that blend with their 
environment and should not be counted as part of any size limit that a Program 
Alternative may require to qualify for Section 106 exclusion.  AT&T explained how 
these stealth deployments were a result of working closely with local communities to suit 
their needs and how excluding small wireless facility deployments approved by local 
communities from Section 106 SHPO review would eliminate superfluous requirements 
and reduce unnecessary administrative steps for the placement of such facilities.  AT&T 
also discussed the importance of properly grounding all small wireless facilities for the 
safety of nearby structures, employees, and the general public.  
 
AT&T applauds the WTB’s continued efforts to streamline the process for small wireless 
facility deployments so that consumers can benefit from the network coverage these 
deployments will provide now and in the future.  Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the 
Commission’s rules, an electronic copy of this letter is being filed for inclusion in the 
above-referenced docket.  Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Colleen Thompson 
 
 

cc:   Chad Breckinridge 
 Paul D’Ari 
 Jeff Steinberg 
 Steve DelSordo  
 Don Johnson 
 Jill Springer 
 Gregory Vadas 
 Mary Anne York 
 Mania Baghdadi 
 Bill Stafford 
 Saurbh Chhabra 
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