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Ex Parte 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
  
Re:   Use of Spectrum Bands Above 24 GHz for Mobile Radio Services,  

GN Docket No. 14-177 
 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On January 12, 2016, Sanyogita Shamsunder, Charla Rath, and Greg Romano met with 
members of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, the Office of Engineering and 
Technology, and the International Bureau to discuss 5G deployment.  The Commission 
participants in the meeting are listed in an attachment to this letter.     
 

Verizon offered an update on its plans to conduct field tests of 5G in the coming months, 
and discussed technical issues it is working through as it prepares for the tests.  We also 
described our work with the 5G Technology Forum, and explained our plans for expedited 
timelines to deploy 5G technology.  
 

Verizon reiterated the importance of the Commission acting quickly to make the 
spectrum bands above 24 GHz available for mobile use to help jumpstart 5G deployment.  
Verizon agrees with the Commission’s primary proposal to grant flexible use rights to existing 
terrestrial licenses in the 28 GHz and 39 GHz bands and to auction the FCC-held licenses.  But 
the 37 GHz band should be combined with the 39 GHz band into a single 3 GHz band of  
contiguous spectrum (with channels at least 200 MHz wide) all subject to the same rules.  The 
band should not be governed by the complex and administratively burdensome “hybrid” proposal 
presented in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.   
 

For administrative and operational efficiencies, the license sizes for these bands could be 
based on the Basic Trading Area and Economic Area sizes used already for the 28 GHz and 39 
GHz bands.  Those sizes will spur innovation and investment in 5G better than the proposed 
county-level area, which is too small.  And any substantial service performance requirements 
must take into account unique potential use cases of 5G that could differ from the 
population/household focus of substantial service requirements on other spectrum licenses.    
 
Sincerely,   

 



 
 

Attachment- FCC Attendees 
 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
Roger Sherman  
Simon Banyai  
Stephen Buenzow 
Chris Helzer  
Amanda Hilfiger 
Charles Oliver 
Matthew Pearl  
Brian Regan  
John Schauble 
Blaise Scinto 
Nancy Zaczek 
 
Office of Engineering and Technology 
Bahman Badipour 
Michael Ha 
Nnake Nweke 
Serey Thai 
 
International Bureau 
Jose Albuquerque  
Robert Nelson 


