
 
Before the  

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, DC 20554 

 
 
In the Matter of      ) 
       ) 
Telecommunications Relay Services and Speech-to- ) CG Docket No. 03-123 
 Speech Services for Individuals with Hearing and ) 
 Speech Disabilities     ) 
 
 

COMMENTS OF SPRINT CORPORATION 
 
 Sprint Corporation (“Sprint”) hereby respectfully submits its comments on the 

Petition for Rulemaking filed by IDT Telecom, Inc. on November 25, 2015 in the above-

captioned proceeding.  In this petition, IDT has requested that the Commission initiate a 

proceeding to revise its rules to expand the contribution base for the Telecommunications 

Relay Service (“TRS”) fund to include intrastate revenues. 

 Sprint agrees that reform of the contribution mechanism for the TRS and indeed 

for all of the federal universal service programs is desperately needed and long overdue.  

The existing contribution base (interstate and international revenues) for these programs 

is diminishing, thereby threatening the viability of these programs and imposing a greater 

financial burden on subscribers of contributory services.1  Moreover, the focus of USF 

and TRS has changed over the years, with increased emphasis on broadband rather than 

voice services.  Under such circumstances, the continued use of interstate and 

international telecommunications revenues to finance these key public programs is 

increasingly untenable and irrational.  Sprint thus supports IDT’s call to initiate a 

                                                           
1 Industry revenues on which the USF contribution factor is based have declined from 
$68.139 billion in 2004 to $51.293 in 2015 (see Proposed Universal Service Contribution 
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proceeding to consider contribution reform so long as the proceeding encompasses both 

TRS and the federal USF programs. 

 Limiting the requested proceeding only to reform of the TRS contribution base 

would be contrary to the public interest.  Piecemeal reform is inefficient, and multiple 

contribution mechanisms are burdensome for contributors, administrators, and regulators.  

To ensure that funding for all of these public programs is predictable and sustainable, and 

that the contribution burden is shared in a reasonable and competitively and 

technologically neutral manner, the Commission should consider contribution reform 

proposals on a comprehensive basis. 
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Factors, Public Notices available at https://www.fcc.gov/general/contribution-factor-
quarterly-filings-universal-service-fund-usf-management-support; see also Petition, p. 2. 


