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February 4, 2016 

 
Ex Parte 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re:  Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National 
Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band, ET Docket No. 13-49 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch,  

 
On February 2, 2016, Rick Chessen of the National Cable & Telecommunications 

Association (“NCTA”), Michael Calabrese of the Open Technology Institute at New America, 
David Don of Comcast Corporation, and I met with Edward Smith, Legal Advisor to Chairman 
Wheeler and Erin McGrath, Legal Advisor to Commissioner O’Rielly regarding the above-
captioned proceeding.  Mr. Chessen, Mr. Calabrese, and I also met on February 2 with Johanna 
Thomas, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Rosenworcel, regarding the above-captioned 
proceeding.  On February 3, 2016, Mr. Chessen, Paul Margie of Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis 
LLP, and I met with Brendan Carr, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Pai, also regarding the 
above-captioned proceeding.   

 
During the meetings, we discussed the Commission’s plans to refresh the record on the 

5.9 GHz band and supervise coexistence testing between unlicensed operations and dedicated 
short range communications (“DSRC”) systems.  We expressed support for testing both 
proposed approaches to sharing the 5.9 GHz band at the lab and field stages.  We also noted that 
testing should explore the sensing threshold level necessary for Wi-Fi devices to protect DSRC 
systems from harmful interference rather than assume a particular sensing threshold from the 
outset.  Finally, we recommended that the Commission seek comment, as part of the record 
refresh, on the implications for sharing of the differences between vehicle-to-vehicle crash-
avoidance communications and other Intelligent Transportation Systems applications. 
 

* * * 
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Pursuant to the Commission’s rules, a copy of this notice is being filed electronically in 

the above-captioned proceeding.  If you require any additional information please contact the 
undersigned. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Danielle J. Pineres 
Counsel for NCTA 

cc: Edward Smith 
 Erin McGrath 
 Johanna Thomas 
 Brendan Carr 


