
 

  

 
 

 
Competitive Carriers Association 
805 15th Street NW, Suite 401 
Washington, DC 20005 
Office: (202) 449 -9866 • Fax: (866) 436 -1080 

 
February 11, 2016 
 
VIA ECFS 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

RE: EX PARTE NOTIFICATION 
 
IB Docket No. 12-340: LightSquared Request to Modify its ATC Authorization 
IB Docket No. 11-109: LightSquared Technical Working Group Report  
 

Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 

As the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) is well aware, 
Competitive Carriers Association’s (“CCA”) members and the industry as a whole have a critical 
need for additional mobile broadband spectrum that will support the transition to 4G and 5G 
networks and technologies.  Despite uncertainty about where the next slice of available spectrum 
will come from, the FCC holds the keys to unleashing 40 MHz of greenfield spectrum.1  Ligado 
Networks (formerly New LightSquared, Inc.) (“Ligado”) has requested that the Commission seek 
comment on its license modifications and reallocation of mid-band spectrum resources putting to 
use spectrum that has been lying fallow for years.  NTIA identified the 1675-1680 MHz band as part 
of its Ten-Year Plan and Timetable to repurpose spectrum for wireless broadband use.2  CCA 
supports Ligado’s request and encourages the Commission to promptly release a Public Notice.  It’s 
time to put this spectrum to use, helping Ligado meet the mobile demands of today’s consumers.3  
Further, the FCC should seize this opportunity to incentivize private sector entities to invest their 
own time and capital to enable more efficient use of federal spectrum.  

 
Ligado seeks to modify its spectrum licenses to abandon authority to conduct terrestrial 

operations at 1545-1555 MHz, lower power limits for downlink and uplink terrestrial services, and 
impose more stringent out-of-ban emission limits.  In addition, Ligado seeks to acquire the 1675-
1680 MHz band to bolster possible uses of their current spectrum holdings.  To that end, Ligado 

                                                 
1  CCA is the principle association representing nearly 100 competitive wireless telecommunications 
 providers across the United States.  CCA’s membership comprises rural, regional and national 
 wireless carriers with a vested interest in spectrum sharing and competition-boosting spectrum 
 auctions. 
2  See S. Rep. No. 113-181, at 46-47, 113th Cong., 2d Sess. (2014). 
3 Ex Parte Letter from Gerald J. Waldron, Counsel to New LightSquared to Marlene H. Dortch, 
 Secretary, FCC, at 13 (Dec. 31, 2015). 
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wishes to more deeply engage with the FCC and industry stakeholders through the notice-and-
comment process.  Because of its current proximity to the band and its current band plan, Ligado is 
uniquely qualified to operate in the 1675-1680 MHz space in coordination with federal users.  The 
comment process following Public Notice will effectively address any remaining interference and 
relocation issues. 

 
The wireless community is all too aware that consumer demand for mobile broadband may 

soon overwhelm currently available spectrum resources.  Even as the private sector works towards a 
new-tech solution to spectrum efficiency, it is the Administration’s and Commission’s practices and 
policies addressing spectrum allocation which will determine whether or not the United States can 
sustain its global leadership in wireless technology and services. 

 
As noted in its filing, Ligado “still is in the best position among any potential new broadband 

network operator to bring the benefits of a robust network to the public in the near- and mid-
term.”4  Accordingly, CCA supports Ligado’s request for a Public Notice seeking comment on 
auction of the 1675-1680 MHz band and its license modification request.   

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

 /s/ Rebecca Murphy Thompson 
 
 Rebecca Murphy Thompson 
 EVP & General Counsel, CCA 

 
Cc:  Mindel De La Torre 

Roger Sherman 
Jon Wilkins 

 

                                                 
4  Id. 


