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February 12, 2016 
 
Via Electronic Filing  
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Re: Proposed NPRM to Unlock the Set-Top Box: Creating Choice & Innovation, MB Dkt. 
No. 15-64  
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On February 11, 2016, members of the Consumer Video Choice Coalition1 (the 
“Coalition”) met with Chairman Wheeler, Gigi Sohn, Jessica Almond, and Eric Feigenbaum 
concerning the above-referenced proposed NPRM to unlock the set-top box market.  In addition 
to the undersigned and Chip Pickering from INCOMPAS, other Coalition members in attendance 
included Robert Schwartz and Brad Love on behalf of Hauppauge, Daniel O’Connor and John 
Howes from CCIA, John Bergmayer, Kate Forscey and Adam Goldberg for Public Knowledge, 
Ken Lowe of VIZIO, Milo Medin and Staci Pies from Google Inc., Kim Bayliss and former 
Senator Byron Dorgan on behalf of TiVo Inc., and Linda Sherry of Consumer Action.  

 
The Coalition expressed support for the proposed NPRM and the Commission’s plan to 

bring competition and innovation to a navigation device market that is almost entirely 
monopolized by pay-TV providers.  The group thanked the Chairman for his proposal to adopt “a 
framework for providing innovators, device manufacturers and app developers the information 

                                                 
1  The Coalition is comprised of Ceton Corp., Common Cause, Computer & 
Communications Industry Association, Consumer Action, Google Inc., Hauppauge, 
INCOMPAS, New America’s Open Technology Institute, Public Knowledge, Silicondust USA, 
Inc., VIZIO, and Writers Guild of America, West.   
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they need to develop new technologies”2 and to develop a successor to the CableCARD that is 
based on a “published, transparent format that conforms to specifications set by an independent, 
open standards body.”3  By moving forward to unlock the set-top box, the Commission will be 
fulfilling its mandate in Section 629 of the Act to ensure that consumers have access to 
competitive devices that are interoperable with MVPD networks.  We expressed our willingness 
to continue to work with the Commission throughout the rulemaking to ensure that consumers 
will benefit from an open and competitive set-top box market in the near future. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       /s/Angie Kronenberg 
 
       Angie Kronenberg 
       Chief Advocate & General Counsel 
       INCOMPAS 

 

cc:  Chairman Wheeler 
Gigi Sohn 
Jessica Almond 
Eric Feigenbaum 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
2  See FCC Chairman Proposal to Unlock the Set-Top Box: Creating Choice & Innovation, 
available at http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2016/db0127/DOC-
337449A1.pdf. 
 
3  Id. 
 


