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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554
 
In the Matter of )

)
Telecommunications Relay Services and ) CG Docket No. 03-123
Speech-to-Speech Services for Individuals )
With Hearing and Speech Disabilities )

)
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF CONVO COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
 
Convo Communications, LLC (“Convo”) hereby provides its reply comments to the 

Federal Communications Commission’s (“FCC” or “Commission”) Public Notice in regards to 

IDT Telecom, Inc.’s (“IDT”) Petition requesting that the Commission issue a Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking (“NPRM”) to review and revise its rules and policies on the contribution 

methodology for the Interstate Telecommunications Relay Service (“TRS”) Fund, particularly 

with respect to including intrastate revenue within the TRS Fund contribution base.1

Regardless of IDT’s motive for its Petition, Convo believes that it is an opportune time 

for the Commission to assess through a NPRM the contribution base for funding TRS. The 

undersigned is a member of the iTRS Advisory Council (“Council”) on behalf of the Video Relay 

Service (“VRS”) providers. The Council provides advice to the TRS Fund Administrator, Rolka 

Loube Associates, on matters relating to the administration of the TRS Fund. In its September 

2015 meeting, the Council touched upon the TRS Fund contribution methodology. The Council

was informed that the Commission currently exempts two significant categories of providers 

from contributing to the TRS Fund, private line telephone services and shared tenant telephone 

services.2 As was discussed in the Council meeting, according to the Universal Service 

                                                           
1 Public Notice, Request for Comment on Petition for Rulemaking Filed by IDT Telecom, Inc. Regarding Interstate 
Telecommunications Relay Service Fund Contribution, CG Docket No. 03-123, DA 15-1453 (Dec. 18, 2015).
2 Private line telephone service describes an individual (one-party) telephone line that involves dedicated circuits, 
private switching arrangements, and/or predefined transmission paths. Shared tenant telephone services involve 
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Administrative Company (“USAC”), the combination of those two services was said to be worth 

several billion dollars. Thus Convo recommends that a Commission NPRM in this proceeding 

include seeking comment about adding these two categories as contributors to the TRS Fund. 

In addition, the Council discussed U.S. States contributing to the TRS Fund the intrastate 

portion of Internet-based calls. A Council member commented that not only many States would 

be severely challenged to make contributions to the TRS Fund due to their significant budget 

shortfalls, but that they would also require considerable advance lead time to craft legislation to 

enable such contributions.

The above information is being provided for the record to support the deliberations in this 

proceeding and does not purport to represent the views of the Council or its members, the TRS 

Fund Administrator nor any other VRS provider.

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jeff Rosen 
General Counsel
Convo Communications, LLC
2028 E Ben White Blvd #240-2168
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landlords reselling telephone service to their tenants. 


