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February 16, 2016 

Via ECFS 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 

Re: WC Docket No. 05-25; RM-10593 
 Notice of Ex Parte Communication  

Dear Secretary Dortch: 

 On February 11, 2016, James Butman, Group President for TDS Telecommunications 
Corporation (“TDS”), Steven Pitterle, Manager, Carrier Relations of TDS Metrocom, LLC (“TDS 
Metrocom”), and the undersigned met with Wireline Competition Bureau Staff to discuss issues in 
the pending special access rulemaking.  The following Staff attended the meeting: Pamela Arluk, 
William Kehoe, Chris Koves, William Layton, Virginia Metallo, Thomas Parisi, Joseph Price, Eric 
Ralph, Shane Taylor, Deena Shetler, and David Zesiger. 

 Mr. Butman explained TDS’s experience as an incumbent LEC, a competitive LEC, and a 
cable provider, focusing on the impact regulatory uncertainty has had on TDS Metrocom’s (“TDS 
CLEC’s”) ability to offer small and medium business customers in second and third tier markets a 
competitive option for broadband and voice services.  TDS CLEC used a highly confidential map1 of 
its fiber facilities and on-net customers in the Madison, Wisconsin market to discuss how its 
network was designed and built and whether it can add fiber laterals to serve new customers.  TDS 
CLEC explained why the existence of a fiber ring transport facility in a census block does not mean 
it has the potential to compete for dedicated service customers in that census block.  For example,  

1 The map is redacted in its entirety from the public filing of this ex parte.
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TDS CLEC designed its fiber rings to pass RBOC Central Offices to aggregate traffic from UNE 
Loop-based service delivered to TDS CLEC collocation cages.  TDS CLEC explained that it tries to 
minimize splice points in its fiber ring because too many splice points ruin fiber quality and degrade 
the integrity of the network.  TDS CLEC explained that it measures the distance between a 
potential customer and a splice point on its ring, which often may not be in the same census block 
as the potential customer, and uses a pricing tool to estimate the cost of a fiber build and 
determine whether a build might be economically justified given the customer bandwidth demand.  
TDS CLEC noted that although it has been in the Madison market nearly 20 years and its corporate 
headquarters are in Madison, its number of fiber lateral builds is minimal relative to the overall 
number of businesses in the area.  In fact, its TDS CLEC business market share has declined in the 
past eight years and it is increasingly unable to compete with the RBOC given the current 
regulatory environment in which RBOCs price wholesale Ethernet services above retail rates for the 
same service.  TDS CLEC also noted that two competitive carriers that formerly served the Madison 
market no longer compete there. 

 Mr. Butman compared and contrasted TDS CLEC’s and TDS Cable’s network designs, 
services offered to business customers, churn rates, and types of customers.  The participants 
discussed additional information TDS is developing to add to the record regarding this comparison.   

 Consistent with the points in the attached handout, TDS Metrocom urged the Commission 
to adopt rules to ensure nondiscriminatory rates for wholesale Ethernet services. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/s/ Tamar E. Finn 

Tamar E. Finn 

Counsel for TDS Metrocom, LLC 

Attachments 

cc:  Pamela Arluk 
 William Kehoe 
 Chris Koves 
 William Layton 
 Virginia Metallo 
 Thomas Parisi 
 Joseph Price 
 Eric Ralph 
 Shane Taylor 
 Deena Shetler 
 David Zesiger 



DB3/ 200734914.1 

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

ATTACHMENT REDACTED IN ITS ENTIRETY








