
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMIS SION 

WASHINGTON 

O F F ICE OF 

THE CHAI R MAN 

The Honorable Trent Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1427 Longv.orth House Office Building 
Washington, O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kelly: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your Jetter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are ver) important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as pa11 of the Commission ·s review 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporari ly exempted smaJl providers with l 00.000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot full) evaluate the impact of removing the temporar) exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open Internet Order. 

As you know. the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015. the 
Commission publ ished in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements ror providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers unti I December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so, how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparcnc) requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me kno\\ if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Bill Johnson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1710 Longworth I louse Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Johnson: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very in1portant and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with 100,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission e' aluated the impact. On December 
15, 20 I 5, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot full) evaluate the impact of removing the temporar) exemption for smaller 
broadband lnternet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open lmernet Order. 

As you know. the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20. 2015. the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA proc.:css, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so, how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincere!).;~ 

~el er 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 

THE CHA IRM AN 

The Honorable Tim Huelskamp 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1110 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 205 I 5 

Dear Congressman Huelskamp: 

February 19. 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open lmernet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices, ""ithout 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted smaJI providers with I 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission c,·aluatcd the impact. On December 
15, 2015. the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaJuate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rnle previous!) adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open !nternel Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of I 995 (PRJ\). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancement!> for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden. the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so, how best 
to extend the temporar) exemption from the enhanced transparcnc) requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me kno" if I can be of any further 
assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
THE CHA IRMAN 

The Honorable Richard Hudson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
429 Cannon I louse Office Building 
Washington. O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Hudson: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics, and network. practices, without 
overly burdening smaJI providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Jn1erne1 Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with l 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission e\'aluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015. the Consumer and Go' ernmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot full) evaluate the impact of remo\ ing the temporar) exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access ser\'ice providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open lmernet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20. 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. 1 he Commission is proceeding through the PRA prOCt!SS. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancement~ for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete infom1ation 
about the compliance burden. the full Conunission will be able to consider whether and. if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparenc1 requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this mauer. Please let me kno\\ if I can be of an) further 
assistance. 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
THli C HAIRMA N 

The Honorable Cresent Hardy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
430 Cannon I lou::,e Office Building 
Washington, O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman l lardy: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as purl of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteri stics, and network practices. without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with 100,000 or fewer broadband connections from pro\ iding 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Rl!port and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot full) e'aluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet acce::,s service pro\ iders from the enharn.:emelll!; to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previous!) adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open Internet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reductjon Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancement~ for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid ucting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so, how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me knov,, if I can be of an) further 
assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 

THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Richard Hanna 
U.S. House of Representatives 
319 Cannon llouse Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Hanna: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers \\ith critical information 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices. 'Aithout 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Jmernet Order 
temporari ly exempted small providers with l 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 20 I 5, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporar) exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open lmernel Order. 

As you know, the enhanced infom1ation collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission publ ished in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding Ull'ough the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely. the Repo1t and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. At that time. 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me kno" if l can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincere!). ~ / / 

~!er ~/i./ 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 

T t1 E Ct1AIRM AN 

The Honorable Brett Guthrie 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2434 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Guthrie: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission' s review. 

I know we share the goals of prO\ iding broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial tern1s, performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with I 00,000 or fe\\ er broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot full) evaluate the impact of removing the temporar) exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open ln1ernet Order. 

As you know. the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely. the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so, how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparcnc) requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me knov., if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

;;·~~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHA11'MAN 

The Honorable Chris Gibson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1708 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington. O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gibson: 

February I 9. 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission·s review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers v. ith critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with l 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015. the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open /111emet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15. 20 I 6. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let mt: "-mm if I can be of any further 
assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O F F ICE O F 
THE CHAIRM A N 

The Honorable Renee Ellmers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1210 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Ellmers: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, perfom1ance speeds and characteristics. and network practices. without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access sen ice. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with I 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporar)' exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open lnt<!rnet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Ace of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20. 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely. the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers umil December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me J..no\\ if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincere!).~~ 

~eeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE O F 
T H E CHA I RMAN 

The Honorable Diana DeGette 
U.S . House of Representatives 
2368 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman DeGette: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and cons idered as part of the Commission's review. 

I kno""' we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices, without 
overl} burdening small providers of broadband internet access sen ice. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with I 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15. 2015. the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot full) evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Interm:t access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previous!) adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open 111/l!met Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20. 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceed ing through the PRA process. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 20 16. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission w ill be able to consider whether and, if so, how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincere!).-/ A~ 

~eler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE Of' 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Carlos Curbelo 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1429 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Curbelo: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

1 know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical infom1ation 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices, v. ithout 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access sen ice. The 20 I j Open Imernet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with l 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
thfa time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open Internet Order. 

As you know, lhe enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimatjng the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtruning 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so, how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparenc) requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me lo.no\\ if 1 can be of any further 
assistance. 

;;~v 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

T HE C H AIRMA N 

The Honorable Kevin Cramer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1032 Longworth Bouse Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cramer: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very imponant and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices. without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Jnrernet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with 100,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced u·ansparency requirements while the Commission e' aluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015. the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open lmernet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20. 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so, how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appr<!ciate your interest in this matter. Please let me knO\\ i fl can be of an) further 
assistance. 

Sincere!), 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
T H E CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Chris Collins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1117 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington. O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Collins: 

February 19. 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices. without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet acces~ sen ice. The 2015 Open lmerner Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with 100,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previousl) adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open lmerner Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20. 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely. the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller pro\'idcrs until December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will bt: complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me knO\\ if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Miht 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF' 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable teve Chabot 
Chainnan 
Committee on Small Business 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2361 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Chabot: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical infonnation 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices. without 
overly burdening small pro' iders of broadband internet acces~ sen ice. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with 100,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
I 5, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open Internet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers unti 1 December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete infonnation 
about the compliance burden. the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

. I I 
incerel) .~/ 

~eler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O F F ICE OF 
THE C H AIR M A N 

The Honorable Michael C. Burgess 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2336 Rayburn I louse Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Burgess: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enl1anced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices. without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access sen ice. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with I 00.000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission e\ aluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open Internet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. Al that time. 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden. the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so. how best 
to extend the temporar} exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance 

Sincere!). 

~heeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 

T H E C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Dave Brat 
U.S. House of Representatives 
330 Cannon I louse Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Brat: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission· s review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteristics. and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access sen ice. The 2015 Open /nternel Order 
temporarily exempted small providers '' ith I 00.000 or fe" er broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 20 15. the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open Internet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015. the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden. the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparenc) requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know 1 f I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincere!}. 

~celer 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Marsha Blackbum 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2266 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Blackburn: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Jnrerner Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with 100.000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements ~hile the Commission evaluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 20 I 5 Open Jnrerner Order. 

As you know. the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20. 2015. the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden. the full Commission will be able 10 consider whether and. if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincere!;~{ 

-~eeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE O F 

THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Gus Bilirakis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2112 Rayburn I louse Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Bilirakis: 

February 19, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms. performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with I 00.000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission eH1luated the impact. On December 
15. 2015. the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open internet Order. 

As you know. the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process. which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements fo r providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so, hov. best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this maner. Please let me knov. if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincere I). 

-b-
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Joe L. Barton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2107 Rayburn I louse Office Building 
Washington. D.C 205 l 5 

Dear Congressman Barton: 

February l 9, 20 l 6 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices, without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Jnrernet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with I 00,000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements whj)e the Commission evaluated the impact On December 
15. 2015, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 2015 Open lnterne1 Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly, on May 20, 2015, the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtairung 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15, 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden, the full Commission will be able to consider whether and, if so, ho'"' best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparenc) requirements. 

l appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincerel}. 

-~eer 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 

T H E CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Mike Bost 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1440 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bost: 

February 19. 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to permanently exempt smaller providers 
from the Open Internet enhanced transparency requirements. Your views are very important and will 
be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as pa11 of the Commission's review. 

I know we share the goals of providing broadband consumers with critical information 
regarding commercial terms, performance speeds and characteristics, and network practices. without 
overly burdening small providers of broadband internet access service. The 2015 Open Internet Order 
temporarily exempted small providers with I 00.000 or fewer broadband connections from providing 
the enhanced transparency requirements while the Commission e\ aluated the impact. On December 
15, 2015. the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau issued a Report and Order finding that at 
this time it cannot fully evaluate the impact of removing the temporary exemption for smaller 
broadband Internet access service providers from the enhancements to the Open Internet transparency 
rule previously adopted by the Commission in the 20 I 5 Open Internet Order. 

As you know, the enhanced information collection requirements imposed by the transparency 
rule arc subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). Accordingly. on May 20, 2015. the 
Commission published in the Federal Register and sought comment on its initial PRA burden 
estimates. The Commission is proceeding through the PRA process, which involves estimating the 
burden of complying with the transparency rule enhancements for providers of all sizes and obtaining 
approval from the Office of Management and Budget. To avoid acting prematurely, the Report and 
Order extended the temporary exemption for smaller providers until December 15. 2016. At that time, 
we anticipate that the PRA process will be complete. With the benefit of more complete information 
about the compliance burden. the full Commission will be able to consider whether and. if so. how best 
to extend the temporary exemption from the enhanced transparency requirements. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me knov. if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

I 
Sincereli. at 
t&eler 


