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To Whom It May Concern,

| am opposed to the modification of Part 97 of the FCC rules related to license terms for Amateur Radio
Operators. | have three main areas of concern:

1. Amateur Radio is more than just a hobby; it is a public service that provides emergency
communication during disasters. Maintaining accurate lists of those who are active is important
in case of a national crisis. By periodically deleting (through non-renewal) licenses for those who
have left Amateur Radio or are deceased, the FCC, FEMA, and non-governmental public safety
organizations can ascertain the current number of active Amateur Radio Operators, monitor
trends in Amateur Radio licensing activity, and take measures to assist in maintaining an
adequate pool of Amateur Radio Operators.

2. If Amateur Radio licenses become valid for the life of the licensee, a shortage of 1x2 and 2x1
vanity call-signs would result. Changing from a 10 year to a permanent license without
implementing a mechanism to revoke licenses for Amateur Radio Operators who are deceased
or are no longer able to participate in Amateur Radio would prevent call-signs from becoming
available for reissue, potentially indefinitely.

3. Though the “Extra Only” short call-signs are not the sole reason people strive to earn their Extra
credential, these call-signs are one perk of attaining that status. Making these call-signs even
rarer may act as a deterrent to people earning the pinnacle of Amateur Radio licensure.

The current licensing structure, with renewals every 10 years, allows those who have left Amateur Radio
to have their call-signs reissued to other Amateur Radio Operators who are moving up through the
ranks. Perhaps a two-tier system where licensees using FCC issued call-signs are granted permanent
licenses, but those who wish to use vanity call-signs must renew their licenses every five years. This way,
the vanity call-signs would be available for others who wanted them in the future.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauvageot
K3IVN



