First, it is assumed once others are permitted to supply set-top boxes, the cable companies will

create minimum specifications for the boxes so the box functions with the cable service. Then,

suppliers will design boxes to meet those specifications and no doubt offer more features, since
they will be in competition with one another.

Comocast's claim that "The proposal, like prior federal government technology mandates, would
impose costs on consumers, adversely impact the creation of high-quality content, and chill
innovation" has no basis in fact. If 2, 3 or more set-top box suppliers are in competition, where
are the imposed costs on consumers? Of, course you realize that the cable service suppliers will
raise other fees to make-up for the lose. But, at least | will have one less item to evaluate in
choosing a cable supplier.

How the sale of set-top boxes by others will impede the "creation of high-quality content" needs
to be explained by Comcast. Content is created in common formats, so why would its creation
be impeded?

Competition fosters innovation, so Comcast's claim that innovation will be "impacted" (seems
like a word choice by Comcast that means nothing) has no validity. If the telephone industry
was still highly regulated, dial phones would still be in homes.

The National Cable & Telecommunications Association (NCTA) claim that the new rule “will
ignore contractual freedoms holds no water in that the mobile phone industry is littered with
phone manufacturers, and all cell phones function with one or more cell providers. The NCTA's
utterance that the new rule will weaken content diversity is untrue, as described above under
Comcast claim that the rule will affect content creation. As far as the new rule "stall the creative
and technical innovation that is driving positive changes in today’s TV marketplace," | haven't
seen much change in what the cable firms offer from the start, you receive local TV stations and
those for which one pays, and music stations. | can't see how that will be difficult for private
cable box firms to provide, especially since they will be provided the specifications from each
cable firm.

Lastly, no doubt the purchase of a set-top box will be optional, so the consumer has a choice.

I am all for the ability to outright buy a box.



