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To the FCC, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, 
 
I wish to file comments in opposition of the ARRL requests to make changes on 
the 75 meter/80 meter bands and on the lifetime licensing proposal.  
 
As a Technician Class operator, I feel that the wisdom of the Extra Class 
operator’s views should be weighted when they claim that the proposed 
amendment is effectively removing a privilege that was granted in 2006. As I 
understand it, RTTY is a bandwidth hog that is rapidly being replaced by more 
efficient technologies. While there is increased activity within the digital 
modes during contests, these are relatively infrequent, and the modification 
would unnecessarily force operators out of the band segment, for a majority 
of the time. Significant phone activity within that band segment would be 
curtailed to the detriment of users of the entire band. Ironically, the 
proposed amendment also represents a move toward removing the incentives of 
the Amateur licensing system, which is contrary to the aims and mission of 
the ARRL, as well as those of the FCC. 
 
As for lifetime licenses for amateur radio operators, I believe that would be 
an excellent idea. It would be easy to determine the cost to be spread out 
over time and would provide a convenience to operators. 
 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 

 

Sincerely,  

Michael B. Montgomery  

(KM4POK) 


