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1. If lifetime Amateur Radio Licenses are issued there would be no way to reuse 
vanity call signs because there is no way to determine if the call sign is still being 
used or if the operator with the call sign is deceased.  As a general rule no one lets 
the FCC know whether or not an operator is alive or dead.  With the present 
system if the operator fails to renew their license the call sign is available after 2 
years after the license has expired. 

 
2. Another failure of a lifetime license is that an operator may be active and use the 

license for several years then stop using the license for many years.  If the 
operator decides to get active in the future, he or she may not be familiar with 
changes in the Part 97 rules for amateur radio operation and violate the rules.  By 
having to renew the license every 10 years does not guarantee the operator will be 
familiar with changes to the rules, at least they must be conscious enough to 
remember to renew their license and may look up the rules to become familiar 
with any changes before they start operating again. 

 
3. Since the FCC doesn’t have enough people to prosecute all the people who violate 

the rules they can control those people who violate the rules by not allowing them  
to renew their licenses under the present 10 year renewal requirement. The 
tracking of constant rule violators can be performed using the present data base 
without any additional expense. 


