March 4, 2016
To: Federal Communications Commission

Re: RM-11760, Petition for Proposed Changes in 47 CFR part 97.25 License Term for Amateur
Radio

| cannot support this petition without a clear and workable procedure to insure call signs are
returned to the license pool in a reasonable period after a licensee’s death. Mr. Krotz, K7MK, in
his petition, compares an Amateur Radio License to the General Radiotelephone Operator
License. | have lifetime General Radiotelephone Operator License which was granted to me
when my First Class Radiotelephone Operator License expired in 1986. While the General
Radiotelephone Operator License is no longer applicable to my work in commercial
broadcasting, K7MK’s comparison of it to an Amateur Radio license misses an important point.
The General Radiotelephone Operator License is not a station license and does not come with a
call sign. | think it is a legitimate concern that lifetime licenses would result in desirable vanity
and 1x2 and 2x1 call signs would not become available after a licensee’s death due to the
challenges of record keeping. It does appear to be unwieldy to depend on a silent key’s family
to notify the FCC or to have the commission’s database updated by Social Security death
records. Many argue even the 10-year license term hurts the quality of the database. |
appreciate that once we have achieved an Amateur Extra license no further testing is required
and | am all in favor of saving on administrative costs. But having an Amateur Radio License is a
privilege we worked hard to achieve. | don’t think it is too much to ask for me to renew my
license every ten years.

Respectfully submitted,
Andrew Ludlum

KIGNON
Oak Park, CA



