
George R. Armstrong 
7408 W. 109th Street 
Worth, IL 60482 
March 9, 2016 
 
To: FCC 
 
Re: RM11760 Revise 97.25 to establish Lifetime Amateur Radio Licenses 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 Please consider the following benefits to revising 97.25 to establish lifetime 
Amateur Radio Licenses: 
 
Summary of Benefits: 

A) In addition to direct labor costs saved by the FCC, there would be reductions in 
FCC data processing costs and maintenance due to reduced server and data 
storage requirements. 

B) Direct labor cost savings to the Army and the Air Force due to reduced MARS 
administration. 

C) Potential savings and at local government levels due to reduced Civil Emergency 
response administration. 

D) Reduced Homeland Security direct labor and data processing costs due to reduced 
administration of licenses for Amateur Radio Operators that participate in 
SHARES.  With well over 1,000 stations, this savings is significant. 

 
Benefit details follow: 
 

1) The Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) is primarily staffed by over 5,000 
Amateur Radio Operators. Time would be saved in renewing MARS licenses and 
documentation. Time would also be saved for members holding official positions. 
This time is saved directly by Army and Air Force employees in addition to time 
saved by the volunteer officials. Examples: less administration time would be 
spent by each: Air Force Chief of MARS and Army Chief of MARS. There would 
be direct savings to each in design of official materials and documents and digital 
documentation storage. Time is saved during the process of renewing MARS 
licenses when Amateur Radio licenses expire; it is also saved when the licensee is 
a MARS Official (civilian manager or director): federal employees must handle 
these changes. 

2) There would also be a savings in time and materials by the MARS civilian 
officials. Most officials are unpaid volunteers, but they would benefit by the 
change enabling them to spend more time on tasks that benefit the MARS 
program. 

3) The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) is primarily staffed by Amateur 
Radio Operator volunteers. Local governments spend time and resources 
maintaining the records and contact information for these volunteers. 

 
Sincerely submitted, 
George R. Armstrong 


