
 

 

March 9, 2016 
 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re:   Improving Wireless Emergency Alerts and Community-Initiated Alerting 
(PS Docket No. 15-91) 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 This letter is to notify you that on March 7, 2016, Thomas Rosen, Assistant 
General Counsel, and Dana Golub, Senior Director, Public Programs, of the Public 
Broadcasting Service (“PBS”), and Sean Wallace, Principal Engineer, of Wavetech 
Services LLC met telephonically with Gregory Cooke, Associate Division Chief, James 
Wiley, Attorney Advisor, Behzad Ghaffari, Electrical Engineer, Rasoul Safavian, Electrical 
Engineer, and Carolynn Shillingburg, Legal Intern, of the Federal Communications 
Commission Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau. 
 
 PBS reiterated and explained the points raised in its comments filed on January 
13, 2016 in the pending rulemaking on Improving Wireless Emergency Alerts and 
Community-Initiated Alerting. 1   Imposing any additional wireless emergency alert 
(“WEA”) testing obligations on noncommercial educational (“NCE”) and public broadcast 
television stations remains just as infeasible, costly, and ineffective as it was eight years 
ago when the Commission last considered this same issue.  If the Commission adopts 
the changes to WEA messages contemplated in the current rulemaking (including 
expansion of WEA messages to 360 characters), then the PBS Warning Alert and 
Response Network (“WARN”) system risks becoming incompatible with future WEA 
messages and could lose its ability to provide the critical hardened redundant path to 
the WEA system that is mandated by the WARN Act.  PBS explained that its WARN 
service must provide WEA messages in the exact same format as the primary WEA path 

                                                        
1 Comments of the Public Broadcasting Service, Association of Public Television Stations, and 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, In the Matter of Improving Wireless Emergency Alerts and 
Community-Initiated Alerting, PS Docket No. 15-91 (filed Jan. 13, 2016). 



 

 

in order for industry participants to use the public television WARN system as a viable 
backup to the primary path. 
 
 PBS also emphasized that consistent with the Commission’s limited statutory 
authority under the WARN Act, any new monitoring and testing conducted by NCE and 
public broadcast television stations would need to remain voluntary, at least absent 
additional funding from the U.S. Department of Commerce.  The statutory text is clear 
that, to the extent NCEs and public broadcast television stations incur costs in 
connection with their WARN Act compliance, they would need to be reimbursed by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce for any reasonable expenditures made.  PBS explained 
that the anticipated timeline for the upgrades being considered would likely fall outside 
the support contract window in place for the devices currently installed within the 
WARN system, which means that costly software and possibly hardware upgrades 
would be necessary to ensure compliance and continued reliability. 
 
 PBS looks forward to working with the Commission to continue improving the 
usefulness and reliability of the WEA system. PTV and its member stations already have 
undertaken significant voluntary efforts to effectively monitor and test the health of the 
WARN system, and we will continue to evaluate any and all opportunities for further 
improving these mechanisms. 
 
Regards,  
 
/s/ Thomas Rosen   
Thomas Rosen 
   Assistant General Counsel 
Dana Golub 
   Senior Director, Public Programs 
PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICE  
2100 Crystal Drive  
Arlington, VA  22202 
Tel: 703-739-5000 

 
 

 
 
 


