RM-11760 - The request to issue lifetime Amateur Radio Licenses
Dear Commissioners:

It is recommended that the Commission deny the request to issue lifetime licenses in the
Amateur Radio Service. This idea is problematic on several different aspects.

There are a limited number of callsigns available, especially the highly desirable 1 X2 and 2 X 1
callsigns. If an amateur’s closest relatives do not notify the FCC of the death of their licensed
amateur relative (not an unlikely occurrence), a desirable callsign could be tied up for decades,
or even permanently. I'm sure the FCC would not want to be burdened with the responsibility
of determining which amateur radio operators are alive, and which ones have died. That would
be an extremely expensive, highly dynamic, and burdensome project, which could never
achieve total success, even if its level of success could be measured (which it can’t). Depending
on available databases to determine which licensed amateur radio operators have passed away
is likely to cause mistakes, when an individual dies that has the same name as a licensed
amateur operator who is still living, for example. The present system of ten-year renewals, does
not constitute a significant burden on licensed amateurs. It is a system that is definitely not in
need of overhaul.

It is strongly recommended that lifetime amateur radio licenses not be implemented
Sincerely,

William E. Goswick, KSWG



