
FEDERAL COMMUN ICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE: OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Marcy Kaptur 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2186 Rayb1m1 House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Kaptur: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yow· views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial cont1·ol" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yam suggestion. 

Since becornjng Chairman of the Conunission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to infmmation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Conu11ission adopted rules to expand the online file requfrements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Conunission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerelfe[L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C OMMU N ICATIO N S C O MM ISSION 

W AS H I N GTON 

OFF'ICE OF' 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable William Keating 
U.S. House of Representatives 
315 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Keating: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun·ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to infom1ation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission ' s online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

TuiL 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDE RA L C O MMU N ICATIO N S C O MMISSION 

W ASHI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C H AIRMAN 

The Honorable Robin Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1239 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Kelly: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very imp01tant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the w1iverse of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
wilJ shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you beUeve the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-f;?~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FED ERAL COMMUN ICATIO N S C O MMI SSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
306 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kennedy: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cuITent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring orgaruzation of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fwther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted ruJes to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the rep01ting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on politicaJ and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i::/Jfc-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C OM M UN ICAT ION S C O MMISSIO N 

W AS H I N G T O N 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Dan Kildee 
U.S. House of Representatives 
227 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Kildee: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the. ctment definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman ofth.e Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the wiiverse of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radfo licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely/ / j 
];: UJf ic-!~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMM ISSI ON 

W ASH INGTON 

OF'F'ICE Or 
THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Derek Kilmer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1520 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kilmer: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and T appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" .is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadenjng the unjverse of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the rep011ing under the current " edit01ial control" definjtion and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
signjficant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i:Wfc-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNIC ATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W ASHING T O N 

OFFICE OF 

THE C H A I RM AN 

The Honorable Ron Kind 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1502 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kind: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control'' is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission bas yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to info1mation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online :file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cun·ent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you bel.ieve the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;;:Mf<-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C O MMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF' 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick 
U.S. House of Representatives 
201 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensme the full disclosme of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onJine file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new ruJes expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i?ki-l 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMU N ICATIO N S COMMISSIO N 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Ann McLane Kuster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
13 7 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Kuster: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve11isements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun-ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yow· suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adve11ising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fwiher, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted ruJes to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i34L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL C O MMU N IC ATI ONS C O MM ISSIO N 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jim Langevin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
l 09 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Langevin: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Conunission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cWTent definition of"editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satel lite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i2kAL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

O FFICC: O F 
T H E C HAIRM A N 

The Honorable Rick Larsen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2113 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Larsen: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yoLtr suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editoriaJ control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i::Mfc_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FED ERAL COMMUN ICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE 01" 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable John B. Larson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1501 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Larson: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advetti sements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indjcates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. T 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chainnan of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1t ising in the 
Commission ' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fu lly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yow· views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~;:J~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERA L. C O MMU N ICATIO N S C O M M ISSIO N 

W ASHI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE: CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Brenda Lawrence 
U.S. House of Representatives 
l 237 Longwo1th House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Lawrence: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your Jetter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun·ent defmition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becomfog Chairma n of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i2ki?c-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMU NICATIONS C O M M ISSIO N 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Barbara Lee 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2267 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington , D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Lee: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your Jetter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TY providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control'" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i:~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D E RAL C O MMUNICATIO NS COMMISS IO N 

WAS HING T O N 

O F F ICE: O F 

THE C H AI R M AN 

The Honorable Sander M. Levin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1236 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Levin: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow- letter urging the Commission to ensure the ful l disclosure of sponsors 
of pol itical advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun·ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fw-ther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the repo1ting under the current '"editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Conunission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i°:kir<-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICAT IONS COMMISS ION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFrlCE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable John Lewis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
343 Cannon House Office Building 
Wasnington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and T appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. l 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers. broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the repo1ting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;;?fa1_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS IO N 

W ASH INGTON 

Ol"l'ICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Ted Lieu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
415 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lieu: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter uJging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw·e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. YoUJ views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cw-rent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and l respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the C01nmiss·ion, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of poHticaJ advertising in the 
Commjssion's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cUJrent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
si.gnificant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i:hifc-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUN ICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OrF 1C E oF 
TH E C H A IRMAN 

The Honorable Daniel Lipinski 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2346 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lipinski: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control'' is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yow- suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adve1iising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i?~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W ASHI NGTON 

OPFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Dave Loebsack 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1527 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Loebsack: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the publies 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fiJe database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definjtion and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i:kifc_L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERA L C O MM UN ICATIO N S COMMISSION 

W AS HI NGTON 

0 F r1C E O F 
THE C H AI RMAN 

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1401 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lofgren: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1tisements. Your views are very impo1iant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adve.rtisj ng. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s on line public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file reqwrements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the repotiing under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fu lly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;;:U1-L 
Tom Wheeler 


