
F EDER AL COMMUNICATIO N S C O MMISSION 

W AS HINGTON 

OFrlCE OF 
T HE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1226 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Becerra: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your Letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of ''editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are requi.red to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. 1 appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerelyj j j 

};: UJ!r<-I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMU N ICAT ION S COMMISSIO N 

W ASH INGTON 

OFF ICE OF 

T loiE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Ami Bera 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1535 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bera: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensw-e the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "eclitoriaJ control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve11ising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satel.lite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting w1der the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve11ising. 1 appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~k4l 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D E RAL C O MMUN ICATI O N S C O MMISSIO N 

W AS HING T ON 

O FFICE OF 
T HE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Don Beyer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
431 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Beyer: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo1tant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the unjverse of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's onJine public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fmther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to inclu.de cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the rep01t ing under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~kl~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNI CAT ION S C O MM ISSIO N 

W ASHIN GTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C H AI R MAN 

The Honorable Sanford 0. Bishop 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2407 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bishop: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter w·ging the Conunission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cmTent definition of "editorial control" i.s the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission ' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, tbe 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "edjtorial control" definition and 
wilJ shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of wbjch is not lost. 

~Mfc-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MM U NI CAT IO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W ASHIN G T O N 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Earl Blumenauer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1111 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bl.umenauer: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo11ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chaim1an of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For exan1ple, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of poljtical advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fa11her. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~feifc_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C H AIR M AN 

The Honorable Suzanne Bonamici 
U.S. House of Representatives 
439 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Bonamici: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Conunission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;?Uk-L 
Tom Wheel.er 



F EDERAL CO MM U NICATI O N S COMMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Brendan F. Boyle 
U.S. House of Representatives 
118 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Boyle: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1iisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow· letter i11dicates, the current definjtion of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission bas yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadenjng the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1iising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fa1ther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of wruch is not lost. 

~kAL 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL COMMU NICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W ASHINGT O N 

OFFICE OF' 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Robert A. Brady 
U.S. House of Representatives 
l 02 Cannon House Office BujJding 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Brady: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chahman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example,\by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of polidral adve11ising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that I 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~JJ~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D E RA L C O MMUNICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

WAS HINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
TH E: C HAI RM AN 

The Honorable Julia Brownley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1019 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Brownley: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full djsclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1iisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL C O MMUNI C ATIO N S C O MMISS IO N 

W ASHI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHA IRMAN 

The Honorable Cheri Bustos 
U.S. House of Representatives 
l 009 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Bustos: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensW'e the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. l 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to infonnation about political. adve1iising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1iising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. FW'ther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go faJiher. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;i/Jfc_L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL C O MMUNICATIO N S C O MMISSION 

W ASHI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THI!: CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable G.K. Butterfield 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2305 Rayburn House Office Bui lding 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Butterfield: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
wi th me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. J 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve11isement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fa1ther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;;kJfc_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMM ISSION 

WAS HINGTON 

OP'FICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Lois Capps 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2231 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Capps: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow· letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw-e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Com.mission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are requiJed to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Com.mission adopted rules to expand the online file requirnments to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely,/ ~ J 
;;;;: /1)1~1 ~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMUNICATI O N S C O MMISSIO N 

W AS HI NGTO N 

OFFICE OF 
T H E CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Michael E. Capuano 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1414 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Capuano: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chahman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commfasion' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the rep011ing under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~i2//1JY-l 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERA L COMMUNICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W ASHI NGTON 

O FFICE OF 
THE CHA I RMAN 

The Honorable Tony Cardenas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1510 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cardenas: 

March JO, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identif)' an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more swllight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely J / j 

J;:W!r<I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COM MUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 
T l-IE C l-IAI R MAN 

The Honorable Jolm Camey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1406 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Carney: 

Marcbl0, 2016 

Thank you for yourletter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to infonnation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Conm1ission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting w1der the cu1Tent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
CollU11ission should go fa1ther. 

Thank you for sharing yow· views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statementt the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely,/ / j 
};:UJ!f<-I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL C O MMUNICATI O N S C O MMISSI O N 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C~IAI RMAN 

The Honorable Andre Carson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2453 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Carson: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organizatjon. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission ' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 201 6, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current " editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i:MfzL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C O MMISSION 

WAS HINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C H AIRMAN 

The Honorable Matt Cartwright 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1419 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear CongTessman Cartwright: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Comnussion has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial conh·ol" definition and 
w ill shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. l appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

T~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNI C ATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHI N GT ON 

OFFICE OF 

THE:. CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Kathy Castor 
U.S. House of Representatives 
205 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Castor: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that l 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significan,ce of which is not lost. 

-i:kAL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMU NICATIO N S COM M ISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OF'F"ICE OF' 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Joaquin Castro 
U.S. House of Representatives 
212 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Castro: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw·e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and J appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "edito1ial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yow· suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to info1mation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1iisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
saternte TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fai1her. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~Ulfc-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMUNICAT IONS C O MMISSIO N 

WASH IN GTON 

OFFICE OF 
T H E CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Judy Chu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2423 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Chu: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of politicaJ advertisements. Your v iews are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organjzation. The Cornmission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definjtion and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fruther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;:Mf<-L 
Tom Wheeler 


