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To: The Commission

COMMENTS ON BEHALF OF KRKO-AM and KKXA-AM

S-R Broadcasting Co., Inc. and CAAM Partnership, LLC. (“S-R/CAAM”) hereby submit these

comments in the above-referenced proceeding. S-R/CAAM urges action on the following items:

1.

Eliminate Critical Hours Protections. KKXA-AM employs its nighttime, directional signal at

50kW during Critical Hours in order to protect co-channel KOKC-AM in Oklahoma City, OK., a
station located nearly 2,500 kilometers or 1,500 miles away. KOKCis a Class A, Clear
Channel signal. The two hours post sunrise and two hours pre-sunset protection afforded to
KOKC by KKXA has no appreciable benefit to KOKC’s skywave service area during daytime
hours, but it has a substantial impact on KKXA’s ability to provide coverage to its
groundwave service area as commuters travel from KKXA’s City of License, Snohomish, WA.,
to work in Bellevue and Seattle, Washington. The population in the directional shadow of

KKXA'’s critical hours signal is substantial, numbering well-over 1,000,000 potential listeners.

KKXA could operate omni-directionally at 21,000 Watts during Critical Hours, but the signal
density is not enough to the south to overcome skywave interference from co-channel
KQRR, Oregon City, Oregon, 287 km or 178 miles to the south. As a result, KKXA currently
operates the signal in directional mode at 50 kW during Critical Hours instead of dropping

power to go omni-directional during that time.

At the conclusion of Critical Hours in the morning, KKXA switches to 50kW omni-directional
and finally offers full-daytime service until it's coverage is restricted again in the afternoon.
During December, KKXA is only able to offer full-daytime service for approximately four

hours from 10 AM to 2 PM. The public interest would be served by removing the Critical



Hours restrictions, and spectrum utilization would become more efficient based on the

population serviced by the expanded coverage.

Grant Primary Status to Cross-Service FM translators upon surrender of the AM license. S-

R/CAAM supports the comments of Bryan Broadcasting on this item, and agrees that if no
reports of interference are reported from the operation of the FM translator for one or two
years, then the broadcaster should be afforded an opportunity to surrender their AM facility
and have their translator assigned Primary Status. Anything that can be done to hasten the
elimination of Class D stations from the AM band for the mutual benefit of all should be

encouraged in order to lessen interference on the AM band.

Eliminate Foreign Ownership regulations for the AM service class. S-R/CAAM provided this

comment in the Foreign Ownership proceedings and reiterates them here. Given that all
U.S. citizens have access to the news of foreign governments and the information generated
from their citizens via the Internet, and given that nearly all speech is protected by the First
Amendment, one area that may help revitalize the AM band is allowing ‘anyone’ to

purchase and utilize an AM signal in America.

The FCC’s own data demonstrates less than 15% of listening takes place on the AM Band
despite all the foreign programming currently broadcast on the band in major cities around
America. Ending the foreign ownership restriction may encourage new investment and new
programming on the AM band making these signals useful to an entirely new and diverse
group of Americans who are currently underserved whether they are Korean or Indian, two
large populations in the Seattle area, or whether they are Latin American, as they are in
Florida, for example. A greater variety of programming may be found if a larger pool of
owners is allowed to enter and compete. FM pirates may choose to become licensed in the

AM band knowing their status as a U.S. Citizen no longer impacts their ability to broadcast.

This rule change may in-turn may stem the tide on AM station values which have fallen

below the cost of construction in some areas of the country.



Eliminate the Ratchet Rule. S-R/CAAM notes the Ratchet Rule was responsible for an

unnecessarily deep null in the KRKO-A nighttime pattern when KRKO increased its power to
50kW from a new transmitter site a few years ago. KRKO would be better able to serve
commuters in its primary service area if this rule is eliminated with no corresponding loss of
service for co-channel stations in Ontario, Oregon and Sacramento, California based on

analysis performed by Hatfield and Dawson consulting engineers.

Mandate AM receivers in all radios produced for use in the United States. With the

exception of cell-phones where it is physically impossible to incorporate an AM receiver, AM
radio is suffering a ‘death of a thousand cuts’ as receiver manufacturers eliminate AM as an
option in their radios. This trend is evident in new cars being produced, like the new electric
cars inclusive of the Tesla Model X and luxury cars made by Porsche and BMW, hotel room
radios, and other FM-only devices. If the FCC intends to maintain the integrity of its
investment in AM radio as a platform, it must mandate that receiver manufacturers

incorporate that platform in their offerings.

Standards must be established for AM receiver production. A set of standards should be

set forth so manufacturers enable their receivers to achieve at least 10kHz of bandwidth
rather than follow the iBiquity specification of 6 kHz. These kinds of changes are
discouraging AM owners from maintaining a broadband antenna system causing audio
fidelity and performance to suffer greatly as a result. And for AM owners who do maintain
their antenna system bandwidth and who pay attention to the entire length of their air
chain, 6 kHz AM receivers render their efforts moot because the audio that comes from the
radio sounds severely constrained. This phenomenon is fully evident when comparing audio

in a Chevrolet factory radio in a Suburban to a factory radio in a late model BMW wagon.

VHF Migration should be the focus of a future rulemaking. S-R/CAAM incorporates by

reference an article published in Radio World on March 26, 2015. While VHF migration is
not a subject of this proceeding, comments by Bryan Broadcasting and others underscore
the perspective of a majority of AM owners that there is more perceived value in the
continuous coverage, building penetration, lesser operational costs, and FM-chip cell phone

receiver accessibility which is only possible in the VHF band. AM’s reduced



coverage/directional patterns, lack of future on cell phone receiver chips, and building
penetration challenges posed by foil wrapped insulation, treated glass, fluorescent lights,
computers, and other forms of interference will continue to erode listening on the AM band.
Electromagnetic erosion will occur as more electronic devices surround our receivers. The
once broad reach of AM signals will suffer evermore as a result. FM migration to low-VHF
TV channels is the only sure way to preserve the specialty programming currently found on
AM in America and creates a true benefit for the consumer and manufacturer alike: One

band, FM, across the United States. http://www.radioworld.com/article/ams-should-focus-

on-vhf-migration/275236
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S-R Broadcasting Co., Inc.
CAAM Partnership, LLC.

Andrew Skotdal, President/Member
March 21, 2016



