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Notice of Ex Parle 
Communication 

MB Docket No. 15-216 

On March 29, 2016, Emily Barr and Brian Lawlor (Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, 
of the ABC Television Affiliates Association); Susan Fox, Vice President, Government 
Relations, The Walt Disney Company, William Bailey, Vice President, Government Relations 
for The Walt Disney Company; Dave Davis, President and General Manager of 
WABC-TV, New York; Mark Prak and counsel to the ABC Television Affiliates Association, 
met with the following officials of the Commission to discuss the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in the above-referenced docket. Commissioner Ajit Pai and his Chief of Staff, 
Matthew Berry; Commissioner O'Rielly and his Chief of Staff, Robin Colwell; William Lake, 
Nancy Murphy, Diana Sokolow and Steve Broeckaert of the Media Bureau; jessica Almond, 
Legal Advisor to Chairman Wheeler; and Marc Paul, Legal Advisor to Commissioner 
Rosenworcel. 
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The broadcast representatives explained that the retransmission consent marketplace is not 
broken or in crisis; it is functioning as Congress intended; and the interests of viewers would best 
be served if the Commission concluded its current proceeding with no changes in the "good faith" 
retransmission consent negotiations "totality of circumstances" test. The broadcasters pointed out 
that since the existing "good faith" negotiating standards were implemented in 2000, hundreds of 
local television stations and hundreds of MVPDs in markets across the country have successfully 
negotiated thousands of retransmission consent agreements with few disruptions of service. 

They underscored the highly competitive nature of today's video market and the multiple 
choices viewers have for receiving top-rated video programming. 

The broadcasters acknowledged that MVPDs would prefer to pay less for the privilege of 
acquiring and reselling the signals oflocal broadcast stations-and by the same token, broadcasters 
would prefer to pay less for the top-rated national and local programming contained in their signals 
and less for the cost of talent, labor, and equipment necessary to produce and broadcast that 
programming. But Congress has determined, and rightly so, that all of those costs are best 
regulated by competitive market forces, not by the Commission. 

If you should have any questions in connection with this matter, it is respectfully 
requested that you communicate with this office. 
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