Before the FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of Amendment of 47 CFR Part § 97.25 ) RM-11760
Amateur Radio Service Rules for License Term )

This is in reply to comments submitted by Mr John Gagen, W2YR and posted 04/20/2016.

Mr Gagen points out that foreign nationals are currently holding amateur radio licences issued under
the VEC program, and that many of these individuals may be using address information of friends or
relatives living in the USA.

An article on page 10 of April 2016 edition of the popular amateur radio publication CQ Magazine,
describes the T42US Joint Cuban/U.S. DXpetition, in which a group of U.S. amateurs were allowed to
travel to Cuba and set up an amateur radio station, and volunteer examiners were brought along to
administer U.S. amateur radio examinations to Cuban operators. The following is quoted verbatim
from the article:

The T42US Joint Cuban/US DXpedition... included a radio exhibition, presentations of ham radio
information, demonstrations of ham radio to Cuban kids and teens (and) administration of U.S. FCC
amateur radio exams to Cuban operators, ...

...Sunday and Monday, we had our volunteer examiners give FCC license exams to seven of the Cuban
operators. It was the first time that U.S. amateur radio exams had been given on Cuban soil. The
Cuban operators spoke little English but had great technical skills. With a lot of studying, they
overcame the language barrier and all passed the Technician exams on Monday. Bob, CM2KL, took
all three exams and was able to pass his Extra...

As Mr Gagen points out, the Social Security death index could be used to determine the passing of
licensees enrolled in the U.S. Social Security system, but this would not be applicable to non-resident
foreign nationals who are included in the FCC data base.

This alone is sufficient reason to reject the lifetime grant as proposed under RM-11760.

Respectfully submitted for your consideration,

Donald B. Chester

Amateur Extra Class licensee K4KYV



