A small town business, with big town ambitions.

April 22,2016

Marlene Dortch

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Connect America Fund, WC Docket, No. 10-90
Dear Ms. Dortch:

Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association (“Agate”), SAC 462178, is a cooperative
RLEC in eastern Colorado serving the town of Agate and surrounding areas, offering traditional
voice and broadband services to its customers for over 62 years.

Agate is filing this letter in response to the FCC’s Challenge Process to the Competitive
Coverage that was kicked off with the release of the A-CAM version 2.2.! The illustrative results
in the model clearly illustrates that the support calculated for Agate remains negatively impacted
by the inaccurate Form 477 data. Initial runs of the A-CAM released by the FCC, identified
Agate as an A-CAM candidate with all of the approximately 180 locations in its study area being
eligible for support. Unfortunately, later versions of the A-CAM, which purported to capture
competitive overlap, reduced Agate’s eligible locations to zero.

On July 29, 2015, the Wireline Competition Bureau identified Agate as one of 15 RLEC study
areas subject to a 100 percent overlap by an unsubsidized competitor based on FCC Form 477
data.” Agate filed comments providing unrefuted evidence that the competitor identified by the
FCC - Kellin Communications - could not provide either voice or broadband service within
Agate’s study area.’ Agate’s consulting firm contacted Kellin to determine whether voice or
broadband service was available in its study area and was informed that Agate’s area was “too

! Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90. Public Notice Wireline Competition Bureau Releases Alternative
Connect America Cost Model Version 2.2 and Illustrative Results and Commences Challenge Process. (Rel. April 7,
2016)
? Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90. Public Notice Wireline Competition Bureau Publishes Preliminary
Determination of Rate-Of-Return Study Areas 100 Percent Overlapped by Unsubsidized Competitors. (Rel. J uly 29,
2015).
* Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90. Comments of Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association;
(filed August 28, 2015). On December 14, 201 5, the FCC issued an order resolving this issue in Agate’s favor.
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A small town business, with big town ambitions.

far east” as its nearest tower is located in Elizabeth, CO, over 35 miles west of >mm8..a Agate re-
submits the transcript from this conversation as irrefutable proof that Kellin does not provide
either voice or broadband service in any census block in Agate’s study area.

Additionally, review of the competitive overlap data recently released by the FCC identifies
Eastern Colorado Independent Networks, LLC (ECIN) as a competitor of Agate in several
census blocks.” ECIN is a wireless ISP and does not provide voice service. We have attached
confirmation of this from ECIN’s manager, Brian Creveling. °

Accordingly, we request that the FCC’s Wireline Competition Bureau direct CostQuest to
correct the A-CAM to reflect Agate’s lack of competitive overlap in any census block in its study
area. ' Removal of the incorrect competitive overlap of Kellin and ECIN is paramount to
providing Agate with accurate A-CAM support amounts, which are necessary to enable an
informed election on whether to accept model based support.

Thank you in advance for correcting this matter.

Sincerely,

- : \.||I|||V

e

aniel Hollembeak
General Manager

CC: TCA, Inc.
Katie King
Suzanne Yellen
Alex Minard

* See infra at Appendix A, a transcript of the call and attached affidavit from the TCA employee.

* Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90. Public Notice FCC Releases Form 477 Data on Fixed Broadband
Deployment as of June 30, 2015. (Rel. March 16, 2016) The FCC noted that the released June 2015 data includes
any revisions made by filers before February 19, 2016.

® See infra at Appendix B, a letter from ECIN confirming that they do not provide voice service.

7 See infra at Appendix C, list of census blocks in Agate’s study area identified by the FCC as excluded from the A-
CAM as a result of ECIN and Kellin classified as a qualified competitor.
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Appendix A

Affidavit and Transcript of Conversation Between Consultant and Kellin

Affidavit

The State of Colorado )

The County of El Paso )

I, Christopher Radcliffe Macintyre, of Peyton Colorado, MAKE OATH AND SAY THAT:

1. The attached Appendix A - Kellin Communications Transcript is a true and accurate representation
of the conversation that took place between myself and Nick with Kellin Communications at
approximately 2:45pm on Tuesday, August 18, 2015.

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, on the

+
2= of August 2015

Lo Dades

NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires 1~ 21209




Kellin Communications Transcript

The following conversation took place at approximately 2:45pm on Tuesday, August 18, 2015.
The purpose of the call and recording was to determine whether Kellin Communications was
able to provide Internet service in the town of Agate, CO.

Nick: Kellin Communications, this is Nick

Chris: Hey Nick, how’s it going, this is Chris, how are you today?

Nick: I’'m doing well, how are you doing?

Chris: Good. Hey, got a question for you. I’m looking at a property in Agate, CO and
apparently there’s not many providers out there and somebody gave me y’all as a name, so I’'m
wondering if you might be able to help me out and let me know whether or not you’re able to
serve it.

Nick: Sure, what’s the address?

Chris: It’s ah, 23738 E Lost Creek Trail

Nick: Ok, let’s take a look

Chris: Alright

Nick: Agate....Umm, unfortunately we do not, that’s a little too far out east for us

Chris: Oh, is it?

Nick: Ahh, the closest tower that we....yeah, the closest tower that we have is over in Elizabeth.
Almost to El Paso County, so it’s, or I’'m sorry, ahh, Douglas County, so that’s not gonna work
unfortunately.

Chris: Ok, umm, I’ve got another property I’'m looking at out that way, so I guess does that
negate anything in Agate that you’re not able to serve there?

Nick: Yeah, Agate appears to be too far out east for us

Chris: Ok, bummer. Do you know anybody that does serve out there?

Nick: There’s a couple companies that I could recommend looking into who are similar to us
who might have towers. One would be Direct Link

Chris: Ok

Nick: And the other would be, umm, be Sky Beam

Chris: Oh, I’ve heard of them. Alright Nick, well hey I appreciate your time and umm, wish you
the best

Nick: Alrighty sir, thank you very much

Chris: Thank you

Nick: You have a good one

Chris: Alright, bye bye



Appendix B

CIN

April 25,2016

TCA

526 Chapel Hills Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
Attn: Kevin Kelly

Re: Eastern Colorado Independent Networks Services

To Whom It May Concern:

Eastern Colorado Independent Networks (ECIN) is an internet service provider, servicing the
Interstate 70 corridor in eastern Colorado. ECIN provides high speed internet using a wireless
network platform. ECIN does not currently provide any local voice services to any of its

customers over the wireless network.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at creveling ¢ netecin.nel or by
telephone at (303) 822-9207.

Sincerely,

Brian Creveling
General Manager
Eastern Colorado Independent Networks

P.O. Box 276 * Byers, Colorado 80103 * Phone (303) 822-9207 » Fax (303) 822-9003
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