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I would like to add my voice to those protesting cable and 

satellite companies who are dropping rural networks like RFD-TV, 

Bluehighways, Outdoors Channels and others from their programming 

without consideration to subscribers of these independent 

channels and the independent producers using these avenues. It ' s 

outrageous to sign up for a service, committing to a contract for 

a provider, only to have them move channels to different 

locations during that contract period and expecting the consumer 

to accept a higher rate for the higher level package. When the 

consumer then complains and threatens to drop the service, we are 

faced with "fines" or a ,penalty for violating a contract that 

the service provider themselves violated by their actions . 

Here we are, after the Bell Telephone Company was broken up 

in 1982 to provide MORE competition in the phone industry, we 

have SIX major media companies controlling 90% of all channel 

slots. How does the independent networks to survive? I URGE the 

FCC to take action and protect consumers and rural networks 

alike . WE NEED MORE COMPETITION and options to keep the market 

open for those competitors, not more control for larger providers 

who are buying up or merging to create even larger monopolies . 

I appreciate the opportunity to express my views, it's long 

past time for the concerns of consumers to receive examination to 

protect our interests and those of the smaller networks and 

producers. IF you have any doubts as to the need for more 

competition, just look at programming on some of these networks. 

There are NO f ami 1 ty values and denigrating views of people of 



faith have become a staple on some networks and we see families, 

seniors and people with values looking for better options . Some 

of the content on movie channels such as STARZ, Cinemax, HBO and 

others are so vulgar, with such sexual gratuity, any adventure or 

excitement is ruined by the vulgar content contained within . And 

those network providers wonder WHY rural stations are so popular! 

WE NEED RFD- TV, Bluehighways and others ! I URGE the FCC to 

respect wishes of the consumers, protect competition in the 

marketplace and ensure MORE competition, NOT more control by 

larger media companies . 

Thanks for your attention, 

James R. Smiley 

Glen Saint Mary, Fla. 
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