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7852 Walker Drive, Suite 200

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

phone: 301-459-7590, fax: 301-577-5575
internet: www.jsitel.com, e-mail: jSi@jsitel.com

April 28, 2016
Via ECES

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  WC Docket No. 10-90
Interstate Telecommunications Coop., Inc.
Challenge to A-CAM V2.2 Competitive Coverage

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf of Interstate Telecommunications Coop., Inc. (“ITC”), JSI files the
attached ITC comments to challenge the competitive coverage contained in Alternative
Connect America Cost Model (“A-CAM?”) version 2.2 pursuant to the streamlined
challenge process established by Public Notice.!

Please direct any questions regarding the filing to the undersigned.

Sincerely,

3 /éj““‘“‘

John Kuykendall

JSI Vice President
301-459-7590
jkuykendall@jsitel.com

Attachment

! See Wireline Competition Bureau Releases Alternative Connect America Cost Model Version 2.2 and
Ilustrative Results and Commences Challenge Process to Competitive Coverage, WC Docket No. 10-90,
Public Notice (rel. Apr. 7, 2016) (“Public Notice™).
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
) WC Docket No. 10-90
Connect America Fund )

A-CAM COMPETITIVE CHALLENGE

COMMENTS OF INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOP., INC.
CHALLENGING A-CAM COMPETITORS PURSUANT TO PUBLIC NOTICE

Interstate Telecommunications Coop., Inc. (“ITC” or the “Company™) hereby submits
these comments regarding the Federal Communications Commission’s (“FCC” or “Commission™)
April 7, 2016 Public Notice which published the preliminary determination of unsubsidized
competitive coverage for rate-of-return Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (“ILEC”) study areas.'

Pursuant to the Public Notice and paragraph 71 of the Report and Order, Order and Order
on Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking released on March 30, 2016 in
the above-reference proceedings by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or
“Commission”),” ITC hereby challenges the competitive coverage of Northern Valley
Communications, LLC (“Northern Valley”), RC Technologies Corporation (“RC Technologies™),
and Mediacom Minnesota, LLC (“Mediacom”) in certain census blocks contained in the latest
version of the A-CAM model (ver. 2.2).

L BACKGROUND
ITC is a rural incumbent local exchange carrier (‘RLEC”) that provides voice and
broadband service in eastern South Dakota and western Minnesota. The Company’s South Dakota

study areas 391654 and 391679 are of concern in these comments. As further outlined below, the

! See Wireline Competition Bureau Releases Alternative Connect America Cost Model Version 2.2 and Ilustrative
Results and Commences Challenge Process to Competitive Coverage, WC Docket No. 10-90, Public Notice (rel. Apr.
7, 2016) (“Public Notice”).

t See Connect America Fund et al., WC Docket No. 10-90 ef al., Order, FCC 16-33 (rel. Mar. 30, 2016) (“USF Reform
Order”).



Company maintains that the latest version of the A-CAM contains errors that are impacting the
total number of locations eligible for support by excluding census blocks where Form 477 data
erroneously indicates the presence of unsubsidized competitive providers. These errors in the A-
CAM model reduces ITC’s potential model-based support.

Through this petition, ITC is not challenging all competitive overlap information within
the A-CAM for its study area, as there are some unsubsidized competitors operating in some of
the Company’s census blocks in compliance with the Commission’s standards, but there are certain
census blocks that contain erroneous competitive overlap findings, which ITC is seeking to have

corrected in the next release of the A-CAM.

IL DEMONSTRATION OF ERRONEOUS COMPETITIVE FORM 477 DATA

In regard to unsubsidized competitors identified in certain census blocks within ITC’s
study areas in the latest A-CAM, the Company submits challenges to Northem Valley
Communications, LLC and RC Technologies Corporation, both fixed wireless providers, and
Mediacom Minnesota, LLC, a cable company, based primarily on grounds that none of these
companies provide broadband service within the ITC incumbent study areas to meet the
Commission’s standards for an unsubsidized competitor.

As the FCC noted in its USF Reform Order, in order to be considered an unsubsidized
competitor, a provider must offer broadband service that is at least capable of providing 10/1 Mbps
service within a rate-of-return carrier’s study area.’ However, as further addressed below, the
identified competitive providers do not offer broadband service in census blocks (listed in the

attachments) within the Company’s study areas.

a. NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, LLC

According to the A-CAM, Northern Valley offers fixed wireless service (technology code
70) in 359 census blocks in ITC’s study area (see “Attachment A”). The competitive overlap data
in the A-CAM is based on FCC Form 477 data submitted by Northern Valley (data as of June 30,
2015). As demonstrated in the attached Declaration (“Attachment B”), Northern Valley does not
offer any broadband service in ITC’s study area. Accordingly, Northern Valley erroneously

reported blocks as ones in which it offers broadband service and, in the next release of the A-

3 USF Reform Order at footnote 31.



CAM, these 359 census blocks should not be shown as ones in which Northern Valley offers

service as an unsubsidized competitor. Northern Valley has revised its Form 477 data.

b. RC TECHNOLOGIES CORPORATION

According to the A-CAM, RC Technologies offers fixed wireless service (technology code
70) in 74 census blocks in both of ITC’s SD study areas (see “Attachment C”). The competitive
overlap data in the A-CAM is based on FCC Form 477 data submitted by RC Technologies (data
as of June 30, 2015). As demonstrated in the attached Declaration (“Attachment D), RC
Technologies does not offer any broadband service in ITC’s study areas. Accordingly, RC
Technologies erroneously reported blocks as ones in which it offers broadband service and, in the
next release of the A-CAM, these 74 census blocks should not be shown as ones in which RC

Technologies offers service as an unsubsidized competitor. RC Technologies has revised its Form
477 data.

¢. MEDIACOM MINNESOTA LLC

According to the A-CAM, Mediacom offers cable broadband (technology code 42) in §
census blocks in the town of Sinai, SD, which is in ITC’s study area (see “Attachment E”). The
competitive overlap data in the A-CAM is based on FCC Form 477 data submitted by Mediacom
(data as of June 30, 2015). As demonstrated in the attached Declaration (“Attachment F”), ITC
conducted its own investigation and is confident that Mediacom does not offer any broadband
service in the town Sinai, SD. Accordingly, Mediacom erroneously reported blocks as ones in
which it offers broadband service and, in the next release of the A-CAM, these 5 census blocks

should not be shown as ones in which Mediacom offers service as an unsubsidized competitor.

III. CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, ITC respectfully requests, pursuant to the Public Notice and
paragraph 71 of the USF Reform Order, that the Commission find the evidence submitted herein
to be sufficient to correct the erroneous exclusion of certain census blocks in the latest A-CAM
such that ITC can make an informed decision as to whether or not it wishes to opt for model-based

support and to such other relief, as the Company may be justly entitled.



Respectfully submitted,

g

berger
General Manager/CEO

Interstate Telecommunications Coop., Inc.

Filed April 28 , 2016

Attachments



ATTACHMENT A: NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, LLC CENSUS BLOCKS TO
REMOVE FROM A-CAM

460259558001004
460259558001008
460259558001012
460259558001013
460259558001014
460259558001015
460259558001018
460259558001020
460259558001035
460259558001036
460259558001037
460259558001039
460259558001040
460259558001041
460259558001043
460259558001044
460259558001045
460259558001046
460259558001063
460259558001065
460259558001067
460259558001069
460259558001070
460259558001071
460259558001072
460259558001074
460259558001076
460259558001080
460259558001081
460259558001082
460259558001083
460259558001084
460259558001085
460259558001086
460259558001087
460259558001088
460259558001093
460259558001096
460259558001097
460259558001098
460259558001099
460259558001100
460259558001103
460259558001106



460259558001113
460259558001114
460259558001135
460259558001136
460259558001137
460259558001138
460259558001140
460259558001141
460259558001142
460259558001143
460259558001144
460259558001145
460259558001146
460259558001148
460259558001149
460259558001151
460259558001152
460259558001155
460259558001156
460259558001158
460259558001159
460259558001160
460259558001161
460259558001162
460259558001163
460259558001164
460259558001165
460259558001166
460259558001173
460259558001175
460259558001179
460259558001181
460259558001182
460259558001184
460259558001185
460259558001189
460259558001190
460259558001191
460259558001192
460259558001195
460259558001198
460259558001202
460259558001205
460259558001208



460259558001209
460259558001211
460259558001215
460259558001221
460259558001223
460259558001225
460259558001228
460259558001229
460259558001232
460259558002015
460259558002020
460259558002021
460259558002022
460259558002023
460259558002024
460259558002025
460259558002026
460259558002027
460259558002028
460259558002029
460259558002032
460259558002034
460259558002035
460259558002036
460259558002039
460259558002041
460259558002042
460259558002043
460259558002045
460259558002046
460259558002047
460259558002050
460259558002051
460259558002053
460259558002054
460259558002055
460259558002056
460259558002057
460259558002058
460259558002059
460259558002060
460259558002061
460259558002062
460259558002063



460259558002064
460259558002067
460259558002070
460259558002073
460259558002074
460259558002075
460259558002077
460259558002084
460259558002085
460259558003021
460259558003022
460259558003023
460259558003025
460259558003027
460259558003028
460259558003029
460259558003030
460259558003032
460259558003034
460259558003035
460259558003036
460259558003037
460259558003038
460259558003039
460259558003040
460259558003041
460259558003043
460259558003046
460259558003052
460259558003057
460259558003060
460259558003063
460259558003069
460259558003070
460259558003072
460259558003073
460259558003074
460259558003125
460259558003128
460259558003134
460259558003135
460259558003136
460259558003139
460259558003141



460259558003142
460259558003143
460259558003144
460259558003145
460259558003146
460259558003152
460259558003158
460259558003159
460259558003161
460259558003163
460259558003165
460259558003166
460259558003181
460259558003186
460259558003188
460259558003193
460379527001039
460379527001040
460379527001043
460379527001044
460379527001046
460379527001049
460379527001051
460379527001058
460379527001060
460379527001062
460379527001066
460379527001067
460379527001071
460379527001073
460379527001074
460379527001076
460379527001078
460379527001081
460379527001082
460379527001084
460379527001087
460379527001089
460379527001090
460379527001091
460379527001092
460379527001094
460379527001104
460379527001105



460379527001108
460379527001109
460379527001110
460379527001112
460379527001114
460379527001115
460379527001123
460379527001125
460379527001221
460379527001224
460379527001343
460379528001000
460379528001003
460379528001004
460379528001005
460379528001007
460379528001008
460379528001009
460379528001011
460379528001012
460379528001017
460379528001018
460379528001021
460379528001023
460379528001031
460379528001034
460379528001044
460379528001046
460379528001058
460379528001062
460379528001063
460379528001064
460379528001065
460379528001066
460379528001067
460379528001069
460379528001071
460379528001074
460379528001075
460379528001076
460379528001078
460379528001079
460379528001087
460379528001088



460379528001089
460379528001091
460379528001092
460379528001093
460379528001094
460379528001095
460379528001096
460379528001097
460379528001098
460379528001099
460379528001100
460379528001102
460379528001103
460379528001104
460379528001106
460379528001107
460379528001108
460379528001109
460379528001119
460379528002000
460379528002056
460379528002057
460379528002058
460379528002059
460379528002074
460379528002075
460379528002077
460379528002078
460379528002080
460379528002081
460379528002092
460379528002093
460379528002094
460379528002095
460379528002098
460379528002105
460379528002106
460379528002107
460379528002108
460379528002112
460379528002113
460379528002114
460379528002115
460379528002117



460379528002121
460379528002123
460379528002125
460379528002126
460379528002127
460379528002128
460379529001075
460379529001152
460379529001162
460379529001164
460379529001168
460379529001181
460379529001183
460379529001184
460379529001185
460379529001193
460379529001209
460379529001211
460379529001218
460379529001221
460379529001222
460379529001224
460379529001225
460379529001229
460379529001231
460379529001258
460379529001260
460379529001262
460379529001394
460379529001396
460379529001397
460379529001398
460379529001440
460379529001446
460379529001447
460379529001448
460379529001449
460379529001450
460379529001451
460379529001453
460379529001456
460379529001457
460379529001458
460379529002176



460379529002193
460379529002195
460379529002196
460379529002212
460379529002219
460379529002230
461150003002250



ATTACHMENT B

2211 8th Ave NE
Suite 1101
Aberdeen, SD 57401

G05.725.1000
888.919.8948
805.725.1050 fax

DECLARATION OF JAMES GROFT

I, James Groft, am CEO of Northern Valley Communications, LLC (“Northern Valley”
or the “Company”). I have personal and direct knowledge of the representations made by
Interstate Telecommunications Coop., Inc. (“ITC”) in its April 27, 2016 Comments to the
Federal Communicatioﬁs Commission, Docket No. 10-90, challenging Northern Valley’s
competitive overlap in ITC’s service area. Based upon my personal and direct knowledge, I
verify the truth and accuracy of the information contained in ITC’s comments. I verify that
Northern Valley does not provide fixed wireless broadband service as an unsubsidized
competitor in ITC’s incumbent telephone company study area (Study Area Code 391654). 1
verify that Northern Valley has revised its FCC Form 477 data on April 26, 2016 to accurately

and correctly reflect the Company’s service footprint.

[ declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on April 27, 2016

@v% M
/ /
James Groft, CEO
Northern Valley Communications, LLC

nvc.net




460299541002252
460399536001038
460399536001040
460399536001085
460399536001086
460399536001089
460399536001090
460399536001097
460399536001099
460399536001103
460399536001106
460399536001107
460399536001109
460399536001111
460399536001112
460399536001116
460399536001118
460399536001120
460399536001121
460399536001122
460399536001123
460399536001124
460399536001125
460399536001126
460399536001128
460399536001130
460399536001358
460399536002001
460399536002003
460399536002004
460399536002007
460399536002008
460399536002009
460399536002011
460399536002016
460399536002017
460399536002018
460399536002019
460399536002020
460399536002022
460399536002025
460399536002026
460399536002027
460399536002028

ATTACHMENT C - RC TECHNOLOGIES CORPORATION
CENSUS BLOCKS TO REMOVE FROM A-CAM



460399536002036
460399536002046
460399536002047
460399536002048
460399536002050
460399536002051
460399536002053
460399536002054
460399536002058
460399536002074
460399536002076
460399536002077
460399536002078
460399536002080
460399536002099
460399536002100
460399536002102
460399536002104
460399536002105
460399536002124
460399536002140
460399536002370
460399536002374
460519533002052
460519533002103
460579551001000
460579551001001
460579551001006
460579551001007
460579551001010
460579551001012
460579551001013



ATTACHMENT D

RC TECHNOLOGIES

Telephone / Digital Cable TV / High Speed Internet
Home Automation / Networking

DECLARATION OF ROBERT MEYER

I, Robert Meyver, am President of RC Technologies Corporation (“RC Technologies™ or the
“Company”). | have personal and direct knowledge of the representations made by Interstate
Telecommunications Coop., Inc. (“ITC”) in its April 26, 2016 Comments to the Federal Communications
Commission, Docket No. 10-90. challenging RC Technologies™ competitive overlap in ITC’s service area.
Based upon my personal and direct knowledge. I verify the truth and accuracy of the information contained in
ITC’s comments pertaining to RC Technologies. I verify that RC Technologies does not provide fixed wireless
broadband service as an unsubsidized competitor to any customers in ITC’s incumbent telephone company
study areas (Study Area Codes 391654 and 391679). I verify that RC Technologies has revised its FCC Form
477 data on April 26, 2016 to accurately and correctly reflect the Company’s service footprint.

[ declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on April 27, 2016

/)
/( c‘»(,{iojL )])_, «7/‘*\"

Robert Meyer

President

PO Box 197 - New Effington, SD 57255
Phone / 800-256-6854 - Fax / 605-637-5302 - www.tnics.com




ATTACHMENT E

‘I E Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc.

[I

7

312 4" Street West, PO Box 920, Clear Lake, SD 57226

04/13/2016
Dear Tammy Evans,

Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (ITC) has received notice from the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) that Mediacom LLC has reported on its FCC Form 477 that as of June 30, 2015, it serves 5
census blocks in ITC's service area. Through our own investigation, however, ITC has found that this simply
cannot be accurate. The 5 blocks are in the town of Sinai, SD 57061 and are listed below:

Census Blocks

46;011;9587.00;4069
46;011;9587.00;4083
46;011;9587.00;4087
46;011;9587.00;4089
46;011;9587.00;4167

After visiting your website and calling your 800 number, | was told that Mediacom does not provide services in
that town.

If the data Mediacom LLC provided the FCC is not accurate, it has a duty to immediately refile corrected

data. As stated in the attached Enforcement Advisory released by the FCC, this federal government agency
relies on Form 477 data for a number of public interest objectives, especially in rural and underserved areas
such as those served by ITC. The Advisory specifically states that the FCC's Enforcement Bureau is “prepared
to take enforcement action against providers who violate this reporting requirement” and cites a related Order
(also attached) in which the Bureau took action against a fixed Wireless Internet Service Provider (WISP). The
FCC has also reminded broadband providers to ensure that the data that is filed is accurate and that when
inaccuracies are discovered, revisions are promptly made.

Accordingly, it would behoove Mediacom LLC to take immediate actions to correct its Form 477 broadband
deployment data for June 2015 and December 2015.

Sincerely,

Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (ITC)

/ ey —

Jerry Heiberger

General Manager/CEO

Phone: 1-800-417-8667 Fax: 605-874-2014 E-mail: info@itctel.com Web: www.itc-web.com



ATTACHMENT F

Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc.
312 4" Street West, PO Box 920, Clear Lake, SD 57226

DECLARATION OF JERRY HEIBERGER

I, Jerry Heiberger, am General Manager/CEO of Interstate Telecommunications Coop.. Inc. (“ITC” or
the “Company™). I have personal and direct knowledge of the representations made by the Company in its
April 27, 2016 Comments to the Federal Communications Commission, Docket No. 10-90, challenging
Mediacom’s competitive overlap in ITC’s service area. Based upon my personal and direct knowledge, I verify
the truth and accuracy of the information contained in ITC’s comments pertaining to Mediacom. I verify that
Mediacom does not provide cable broadband service as an unsubsidized competitor to customers in I[TC"s
incumbent telephone company study area (Study Area Code 391654) in the town of Sinai, South Dakota 57061,
[ verify that ITC staff made contact with Mediacom representatives and was informed that Mediacom does not

provide any services in the town of Sinai, South Dakota.
[ declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on April 27, 2016

4

J— _I'W\G J«.ﬂ*ﬁa?-"""

Jerry Heiberger
General Manager/CEO

Interstate Telecommunications Coop., Inc.

Phone: 1-800-417-8667 Fax: 605-874-2014 E-mail: info@itctel.com Web: www.itc-web.com



