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Comment: RE: Consideration of Special Exceptions for Low Power FM Radio

The cost of EAS equipment and periodic patches or updates from equipment manufacturers are one of
the largest expenses of many small low power community radio stations. Most equipment vendors do
not supply such patches or hardware with any discounted cost for LPFM stations. An excessive burden
to operate such stations already exist based on a number of already excessive equipment and
certification requirements which already exist. These extra EAS requirements being proposed will
extend the financial burden further. Thus, it should be considered to grant special exceptions for LPFM
nonprofit entities for their participation in EAS in order that they be minimally impacted. Please
consider a rule which simply provides that LPFM stations must monitor two analog sources only, and
burden them not with any new certification or equipment acquisition costs beyond those required for
participation in standard tests and the receipt and rebroadcast of the sources which they monitor as
part of the State plan, as these sources shall already be required to meet the intended standards, this
would be the best minimal impacting approach for LPFM stations.
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