
  May 6, 2016 

Via ECFS

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: American Cable Association Notice of Ex Parte Communication; 
Implementation of Section 103 of the STELA Reauthorization Act, MB 
Docket No. 15-216; Amendment to the Commission’s Rules Related to 
Retransmission Consent, MB Docket No. 10-71 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On May 5, 2016, Professor Michael Riordan, of Columbia University, had a further 
discussion with Jonathan Levy, Acting Chief Economist, Office of Strategic Planning & Policy 
Analysis, on the economic analysis presented by the American Cable Association (“ACA”) in written 
form and discussed with Commission staff during their May 2, 2016 ex parte meeting.1  The 
presentation concerned the harms to multichannel video programming distributors (“MVPDs”) and 
their subscribers when a common owner of a “must have” top four-rated broadcast station and a 
regional sports network (“RSN”) or other “must have” programming asset engages in bundled 
negotiations for retransmission consent and one or more of these other “must have” programming 
assets.  During the course of the discussion, Professor Riordan clarified one of the points of 
discussion during the May 2, 2016 meeting concerning the assumptions of the monopoly pricing 
model regarding the observation that typically both top four-rated broadcast stations and RSNs 
are carried by MVPDs.  

 This letter is being filed pursuant to Section 1. 1202(b) of the Commission’s rules, 47 
C.F.R. § 1.1202(b).  

                                                
1 See Letter to Marlene H. Dortch, from Barbara Esbin, Cinnamon Mueller (filed May 4, 2016); 
Attachment, “Bundling a Top Four Rated Broadcast Station with a Regional Sports Network (or other 
“Must Have” Programming) Must Be Deemed a Per Se Good Faith Rule Violation.  See also Letter to 
Marlene H. Dortch, from Barbara Esbin, Cinnamon Mueller (filed Apr. 28, 2016) (“ACA Apr. 28 Ex Parte”); 
Attachment A, Michael H. Riordan, Bundling in Retransmission Consent Negotiations:  Response to 
Caves and Owen.
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If you have any questions, or require further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly. 

       Sincerely, 

        
       Barbara Esbin 

Counsel to the American Cable Association 

cc (via email): William Lake 
 Mary Beth Murphy 
 Nancy Murphy 
 Susan Singer 
 Martha Heller  
 Michelle Carey 
 Steven Broeckaert 
 Diana Sokolow 
 Marilyn Sonn 
 Susan Aaron 
 Jonathan Levy 
 Paul LaFontaine 
 Omar Nayeem 
 Patrick Sun 


