IN THE MATTER BEFORE THE COMMISSION RM-11-769, REDESIGNATION FOR NARROW BAND MODES IN
THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE

| am Steven James Robeson. A resident of the State of Tennessee and a licensee in the Amateur Radio
service since 1972. | have, at one time or another, held every available class (except the “Technician
Plus) since then, and am presently an Amateur Extra Class licensee holding operator/station license
KAYZ. | am a retired member of the United States Marine Corps, having spent that career as an aircraft
Avionics technician and retired as an Advanced Avionics Systems instructor.

As an Amateur Radio operator, | have used my authorization as a hobby, for technical experimentation,
search and rescue, and have, on more than one occasion use Amateur Radio as a life-saving resource
both for others in public service efforts, and on two occasions, myself.

| am adamantly opposed to the proposed change as it is inherently anti-productive to the overall use of
the limited Amateur Radio spectrum.

Petitioner states that with the demise of Morse Code proficiency in Amateur Radio testing, there is no
longer a reason for continued recognition of “CW” or Morse Code (mode A1A) as a “heritage” mode
within the service, and that continued band restrictions based upon mode A!A is no longer necessary.

Even a brief perusal of any of the Amateur Radio journals will disprove the petitioner’s argument at its
very core. Even though Morse testing itself is no longer mandatory, it continues to grow as an
important and valued asset to the Service.

Commercially marketed radios in the Amateur service also continue to recognize and improve upon
both transmitted CW signals, but improves reception methods to make it more attractive and useful to
members of the service. If mode A1A (CW) were as diminishing in use, we wouldn’t see a manifestation
of “high-end” radios incorporating the mode. ICOM, Yaesu, Kenwood, Elecraft and others continue to
offer high-frequency, and in some cases even VHF and UHF equipment, with CW functionality.

Lastly, popular Amateur Radio media has coined the term (or ones very close to it “When Nothing Else
Gets Through, CW Does”. This is not just a popular catch-phrase to sell shirts and ball-caps. Morse Code
continues to be a “go to” mode for the most basic yet most reliable of the modes available to licensees
of the Amateur Radio service in times of emergency. Allowing ad-hoc use of those “heritage” bands
with additional computer/technology dependent modes will only create unwarranted and conflicting
man-made interference (QRM) making the non-technology dependent use of Morse Code almost
impossible.

The Commission’s decades-long practice of allowing recognized Amateur Radio associations and
organizations to arrange “Gentleman’s Agreements” on mode specific sub bands has worked well, and
there’s no reason to vacate that practice in this case.

/s/ STEVEN JAMES ROBESON
Amateur Radio Station K4YZ
GySgt  USMC(ret’d)
Winchester, TN






