INAB

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS

May 16, 2016

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Media Bureau Seeks Comment on Joint Petition for Rulemaking of America’s Public
Television Stations, the AWARN Alliance, the Consumer Technology Association, and the
National Association of Broadcasters Seeking To Authorize Permissive Use of the “Next
Generation TV” Broadcast Television Standard, GN Docket No. 16-142; Notice of Ex Parte
Communication

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 12, 2016, Lonna Thompson of America’s Public Television Stations, John Lawson of
the AWARN Alliance, Julie Kearney of the Consumer Technology Association, and Alison
Neplokh, Bob Weller, Patrick McFadden and the undersigned of the National Association of
Broadcasters had separate meetings with Jessica Aimond of Chairman Wheeler’s office and
David Grossman of Commissioner Clyburn’s office. During these meetings the parties
discussed the attached presentation regarding their recent joint petition asking the
Commission to approve broadcasters’ voluntary use of the Next Generation TV broadcast
standard.1

Next Generation TV has the potential to dramatically enhance the viewing experience,
providing stunning pictures and immersive audio, robust signaling, expanded diverse
programming opportunities, enhanced emergency alerting capability and innovative new
service offerings. Yet this next step in the evolution of broadcast television will not require
additional spectrum or government subsidies. The transition to a new broadcast
transmission standard will be entirely voluntary, and the pace of the transition will be driven
by market forces, not mandates.

1 America’s Public Television Stations, AWARN Alliance, Consumer Technology Association, National
Association of Broadcasters Joint Petition for Rulemaking, GN Docket No. 16-142 (April 13, 2016)
(Petition).
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Protecting Viewers

While the Petition asks the FCC to set the stage for the future of television, it also seeks to
protect viewers who rely on legacy equipment that may be unable to receive Next Generation
TV programming. Broadcasters propose to lead the transition by partnering with other
stations to simulcast their signals in both formats. This will ensure that viewers continue to
receive free, over-the-air signals in the current standard, while also allowing broadcasters to
begin delivering Next Generation TV signals.

This approach means there will be no clock dictating the transition. If Next Generation TV
provides a superior viewing experience and exciting consumer benefits, consumers will
demand Next Generation-capable television receivers to take advantage of these new
opportunities. Thus the market, not mandates, will drive the pace of the transition.

Multichannel Video Programming Distributors

Because broadcasters will maintain over-the-air transmissions using the current DTV
standard, MVPDs that receive broadcast content via these over-the-air transmissions will
continue to do so. Just as simulcasting will protect viewers, so too will it ensure that MVPDs
continue to receive broadcast programming. The approval of a new transmission standard
need not impose new burdens on MVPDs, as they will be under no obligation to carry Next
Generation signals.

Of course, if Next Generation TV offers a compelling viewing experience that consumers
demand, MVPDs may choose to negotiate with broadcasters to carry content featuring
higher resolutions, higher frame rates, high dynamic range with wide color gamut, a more
immersive audio experience, and other exciting new features. But that decision is left in the
MVPDs’ hands. Next Generation TV should be a win-win-win for viewers, broadcasters and
MVPDs, and a voluntary, market-driven transition will help ensure that MVPDs do not face
undue burdens in the transition.

Smaller Broadcasters

While we believe Next Generation TV will prove to be a worthwhile investment in the future
of the broadcast industry, this investment will not be cost-free. This is yet another reason
why this transition should be voluntary; smaller broadcasters and low power stations should
not be required to make this investment if they choose to continue transmitting using the
current standard. Because we seek no government subsidies, broadcasters interested in
investing in this new transmission standard will have to fund it, much as they did during the
DTV transition.



Repacking

Following the successful conclusion of the broadcast spectrum incentive auction, many
broadcasters will be assigned new channels in the new, reduced television band. Both
broadcasters and successful forward auction bidders have an interest in a post-auction
transition that proceeds expeditiously and efficiently. Commission approval of Next
Generation TV will not delay this transition or add cost.

Most transmission equipment being manufactured today is capable of being easily
upgraded to permit Next Generation TV transmission. While broadcasters may have to make
additional investments of their own to take advantage of the full range of Next Generation
TV offerings, the equipment repacked broadcasters will need to move to new channel
assignments will not be more expensive, nor will it take longer to install, merely because it is
Next Generation TV compatible.

Channel Capacity Following the Auction

A successful incentive auction will result in a television band that is both smaller and
populated by a number of stations that have taken advantage of the opportunity to channel
share. The post-auction TV landscape will thus have fewer channels without full power
operations, and some broadcasters will already be simulcasting with other stations.

While additional spectrum would undoubtedly simplify the transition, it is unlikely to be
available. This means that a successful transition to Next Generation TV will require
cooperation among those broadcast television stations voluntarily electing to move to the
new standard. Broadcasters interested in making the transition have every incentive to work
together to ensure that their transition can be successful while they continue to provide the
highest-quality signal to their viewers using the current DTV standard.

Next Generation TV offers exciting opportunities for viewers, broadcasters, consumer
electronics manufacturers and public safety personnel. Of course, no ambitious project can
be expected to proceed without challenges. All the petitioners seek from the Commission is
permission to try.



Respectfully Submitted,

i

Rick Kaplan

General Counsel and Executive Vice President,
Legal and Regulatory Affairs

National Association of Broadcasters

CC: Jessica Almond
David Grossman



910¢C ‘¢T AeIN

2inin4 ay} Joj a8els ayl sumas
:UOISIAS|3] UoIlleiauaxr) 1XaN

SHILSYOAVOHE 4O NOLVIDOSSY TWNOILYN il
1



a1eAouUl 0 uoissiwiad SuIyaas siaiseopeolq e

uonisuell

pajepuew e Jo SaIpISqNns JUsawWuJIdaA0g alinbal
10U S0P pue AJelun|oA Si uonejusawajdw| e

S1Io|e Aouagiawa paroidw| —

saniunuoddo gulwwelgold maN —

9oualIadxa SuIMaIA padueyuy —

S)HJouaq SuilloXa JOAI[OP UBD A| UOIILIDUSYL) IXON

puno.Syoeg VYN



solel awel) J1oygIH —
INWeg J0]02 apIM YHM dguel diwWeuAp USIH —

suolln|josal JaysiH —
:3uipnjoul Ajjenualod ‘seimoid UIUUMS

9oualIadxg SUuIMBIA padueyul YN



suollnjosay JaybiHy

SHILSVOAVOUS 4O NOULVIDOSSY TWNOILYN



'SOW0099

:0S ‘suodo 10|02 alow Sppy

TL..» r‘. e SH3LSVOAVOUE 4O NOUVIDOSSY TWNOILYN

“Inwey Jojo 3PIM VN



SoXIW PUNOS a|gezIwolsn) —
UOI1BZI|RO0| PUNOS 31BINJJR BIOIN —
olpne aAISIaWWI| 810w ‘pajuawgny e

aoualadx3 oipny pasueyu3 VNI



sapow Ajljenb
Usiy pue 1snqoJs Yyioqg ajgeus 01 A|Isnoaue}inwis
salel elep a|dnjnw poddns 01 AljIQy —

uondasas a|Igow 1SNQOJ SION —
eale 93eJoA00 SWes syl YUm sarel erep JoysiH —
10} SMO||e sanijigeded 44 Ul UoIleAOUU]

aouauadx3 4y paoueyul VYN



salllunyioddo gunseorieq —
S92/N0S 09pPIA d01-2Y)-19A0 YlIM uoneigalu| —

SOJIAISS e1Rp pole|al
-weJsgoid yim adualladxa SuImMaIA padueyud —

saljiunlioddo
MaU S31Lal10 pJepueis JO ainleu paseq-d| e

s)ijouag di VNI



wnaoads
leuonippe 1noYliM sanuaAe mau guieal) —

sal|IgIssod Suinsean|nu MaN —
SUOI1R]S UOoISINg|a] 40) Alloeded Sulpuedxe
AQ aweg syl agueyd ued A UOI1RISUDL) IXON e

salunuoddQ Sulwwelgoid YN



seale

olydelgoag 214109ds 10) UOIBWIOLUI PBIO|I.]
SJOWNSU09

119|e 01 posh ag ued 3ul|eugdIS 1SNQ0Y
saoueApe

Suines-9)1] a|qeua Aew pJepuels MaN e

SM9|Y Aouagiawg paoueyus YN



11

A

[EUSIS 0°¢ g UOREIS

g uonels S g uonels

A

|eusiS 0'€ v uones

A

[eUsSIS O0'T g Uonels

V uoneis

A

|BUSIS O'T V¥ Uolels

'SJIOM3IA S109104d 1Y) BuseI|NWIS [e90|
USNoJyl panalyoe ‘A1ejun|oA S| UonISUel] e

SHILSYOAVOE 4O NOUVIDOSSY TWNOLLYN

uonejuswajdw VNI



sSuone1s Jaylo yum gunseonwis Joj sguelse |[Im Aojdap 01 uisooyo asoy| —

SS9| YlIM aJow
guiop ‘o|qIssod uonisue.) aId1e Ajjeso0ads 1sow Suiyoss siaiseopeolg —

sslauueyo ysnoua aq alayl ||IM
aoe|d ul ||nS Wawalinbal O'T —

1uswdinba uak) 1xaN 01 YI1IMS SISWNSUO0D Se uoiisuel] Jo aded a1e10Ip
[lIM 19%JewW 8yl pue S|eusis O'T Hwsuell 01 9NUNUOD ||IM Sia1seopeolg —

¢, SIOMBIA UO s1oedwl ayl ale 1leyM e
aAlloadsiad guoedal e woJ) [BIINBU-1SOD pue -awWil Yl0g aq pjnoys agueyn -—

S$924N0SaJ Suiyoedal
leuonippe aijinbal 1ou ||IM uswdinba Apeal-uar) 1xoN Sul||eiSu| "dUON —

s 3uijoedal 1o uonone uo oedwi Auy

SHILSVOAVOUE 4O NOLVIDOSSY TWNOILYN il

suonseng uoneswajdwj l=\viNl!



0S Op 10U paau usawdinba uoissiwsues)
uSK) 1XaN Ul 1SaAUI 01 Sul||IMuNn 3Soy) ‘uonisuesy A1elun|oA A|[OUM —

J Ul 11} S191Sedpeoiq Ja||ews op 2J9UYM o
uoneluswsa|dwi ALd7 @pnjoaid J0U pjnNOM pue Al lun|oA SI uonisuel] —

SUO0ILIS Ald1 uo 1oedwi ou Jo
91| ‘wnJyoads [euonippe sunsanbal 10U aJe SI91SeIPROIQ 9Snedayg —

$SU0ILIS AldT 109LE USK) IXON S0P MOH

(4oql) ““8'9) Juswaguelle aAleUID) R
YsSnoJayi 10 Jie J9A0 S|eUSIS O'T JoAII9P 01 9NUIIUOI ||IM Si81seopeolg —

suonesi|qo adAIN 8Sealoul 10U Saop Q'S Jo Juswhojdeq —
¢1U3SU09 uolIssiwsuelal uo syoedwl Auy

SHILSVOAVOUE 4O NOLVIDOSSY TWNOILYN

suonsand uonejuswajdw YN



