
Echelon Building II, Suite 200
9430 Research Blvd., Austin, TX 78759
phone: 512 338 0473, fax: 512 346 0822

Eagandale Corporate Center, Suite 310
1380 Corporate Center Curve, Eagan, MN 55121
phone: 651 452 2660, fax: 651 452 1909

6849 Peachtree Dunwoody Road
Bldg. B 3, Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30328
phone: 770 569 2105, fax: 770 410 1608

547 South Oakview Lane
Bountiful, UT 84010
phone: 801 294 4576, fax: 801 294 5124

7852Walker Drive, Suite 200
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770
phone: 301 459 7590, fax: 301 577 5575
internet: www.jsitel.com, e mail: jsi@jsitel.com

Telecommunications Advisors Since 1962 

VIA ECFS 

May 18, 2016 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 

Re: WC Docket No. 16-150, CC Docket No. 96-45 
 Notice of Ex Parte

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On May 16, 2016, Michael Shultz of Consolidated Communications Holdings, Inc. 
(“Consolidated”), Doug Boone and Ryan Boone of Mutual Telephone Company of Sioux 
Center, Iowa d/b/a Premier Communications (“Mutual”), Mark Thoma of Winnebago 
Cooperative Telecom Association (“Winnebago”) and John Kuykendall of JSI 
(collectively, “representatives”) met separately with Amy Bender of Commissioner 
O’Rielly’s office, with Travis Litman of Commissioner Rosenworcel’s office, and with the 
following Wireline Competition Bureau staff:  Lynne Engledow, Victoria Goldberg, 
Douglas Slotten, Jodie May, Dennis Johnson, Alexander Minard, Katie King, Suzanne 
Yelen and Edward Kratchmer.  The meetings were held to discuss the Joint Application for 
Domestic Section 214 Transfer of Control (“Section 214 Application”) and Joint Petition 
for Study Area Waiver filed May 3, 2016.1

The representatives described that the proposed transaction would involve two components 
occurring simultaneously whereby Mutual will acquire all operations and assets of 
Consolidated Communications of Iowa Company f/k/a Heartland Telecommunications 

                                              
1 See Consolidated Communications, Inc., Consolidated Communications of Iowa Company f/k/a Heartland 
Telecommunications Company of Iowa, Crystal Communications, Inc. and Mutual Telephone Company of 
Sioux Center, Iowa d/b/a Premier Communications, Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association and 
Premier Communications, Inc. for Authority Pursuant to Section 214 of the Communications Act of 1934, as 
Amended, (1) to Transfer Control of Consolidated Communications of Iowa Company, an Authorized 
Domestic Section 214 Carrier, to Mutual Telephone Company of Sioux Center, Iowa; (2) to Assign Certain 
Assets of Consolidated Communications of Iowa Company to Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association; 
and (3) to Assign Certain Customers of Crystal Communications, Inc. to Premier Communications, Inc. and 
Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association (filed May 3, 2016) and Mutual Telephone Company of Sioux 
Center, Iowa d/b/a Premier Communications and Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association Joint Petition 
for Waiver of the Definition of Study Area, 47 C.F.R. Part 36 (filed May 3, 2016). 



JSI

Company of Iowa’s (“Heartland”) business in single study area, with the exception of 
Heartland Bancroft and Lakota, Iowa Exchanges which will be acquired by Winnebago.

Mutual and Winnebago representatives demonstrated how the transaction is in the public 
interest by referencing the map attached to the Section 214 Application showing the 
Heartland exchanges as being adjacent to their ILEC exchanges.   Meeting participants 
discussed the ownership structure, pre- and post-transaction, regulatory treatment of the 
acquired exchanges, including allocation of CAF-ICC baseline on a per-access line basis 
and the continuation of CAF Phase II funding as designated for the Heartland exchanges.  
Mutual and Winnebago representatives stated they intend to honor the CAF Phase II 
buildout commitments. 

Expedited approval of the Joint Application for Domestic Section 214 Transfer of Control 
and Joint Petition for Study Area Waiver was requested so that Mutual and Winnebago 
may begin the necessary steps to meet the CAF Phase II buildout benchmarks in the 
required timeframe.  

Please contact the undersigned with any questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Kuykendall 
Vice President 
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