
May 24, 2016

Ms. Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20554

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Communications, MB Dockets 14-50, 09-182

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 23, 2016, Danielle Coffey, Vice President of Public Policy for the Newspaper 
Association of America (“NAA”) and the undersigned met with Hon. William Lake, Chief of the 
Media Bureau, and Ben Arden, Brendan Holland, Mary Beth Murphy, Susan Singer and Julie 
Solovaara of the Media Bureau to discuss issues related to the above-referenced dockets.  In 
particular, Ms. Coffey and the undersigned emphasized that the positions taken in NAA’s 
comments filed in these dockets remain current today, and underscored the importance of 
repealing the archaic and counterproductive newspaper-broadcast cross-ownership rule.

We pointed out that the news publishing industry continues to be uniquely constrained 
by a federal rule that prohibits television companies from investing in publishing companies.  
This rule serves no rational purpose.  Particularly in today’s highly competitive media market, 
constraining broadcasting companies from investing in publishing does not foster diversity, 
localism or competition.  In fact, it has the opposite effect and prevents investment that could 
support high-quality journalism in local communities.  We stated that we agreed with the 
Commission’s tentative conclusion to repeal the ban on newspaper-radio cross-ownership, and 
reiterated that the record in this docket supports that repeal conclusively.

We also pointed out that the proposed waiver standard for television-newspaper cross-
ownership would be unworkable as a practical matter and would bar any meaningful investment 
in the news publishing industry, for the reasons we discussed in our November 8, 2012 letter in 
this docket.  In particular, we noted that the Commission itself had pointed to the particular 
challenges faced by small- and mid-market newspapers in its Information Needs of 
Communities study in July 2011.  Finally, we pointed out NAA’s support for appropriate 
programs to address minority participation in the broadcast marketplace, as detailed in our 
December 26, 2012 Supplemental Comments, but noted that there is no record evidence that 
maintaining the cross-ownership rule supports diversity or that repealing it would threaten 
diversity.

Please direct any questions concerning this matter to the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

Kurt Wimmer
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cc: Hon. William Lake
Benjamin D. Arden
Brendan Holland
Mary Beth Murphy
Susan Singer
Julie Solovaara


