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I am writing on behalf of Jacksonville ISD in support of the petition submitted by the E-Rate
Management Professionals Association and the Petition submitted by the State E-rate Coordinators’
Alliance (SECA) May 2016. These petitions ask the FCC’'s Wireline Competition Bureau to reconsider and
grant relief to the more than 100 E-rate stakeholders that missed the invoice deadline and are unable to
file reimbursement forms and receive their E-rate funding. We are appealing for reconsideration on the
April 2016 file # SLD-963751 et al. We understand that the FCC now has more stringent invoice deadline
procedures created to improve program efficiency under the EPC system. The E-Rate system has
numerous steps to get to the point of filing the 472 BEAR form. Our district spends hours on 470, 471,
486 compilations and revisions and we have paid for the E-Rate approved services monthly. A more
flexible approach is needed as we enter into the new realm of EPC. Without any flexibility, the new
regulations and procedures have a very detrimental impact. Applicants may do everything right and if
they miss the invoice deadline, they lose all of their funding. This outcome seems too extreme and
unfair if implemented abruptly. It is our hope that the FCC will take the appropriate steps to remedy the
harm recently caused to schools and districts. Denial of our original waiver of petition and/or
subsequent appeal negates all the good that the E-Rate does for low income rural areas. It is not in the
best interest of the public to deny our petition for waiver of the October 28, 2015 deadline or to deny
this appeal of that decision. Our reasons for not meeting the deadline were valid and true. Without this
funding, 5000 students potentially miss out on the needed technology, programs, and learning elements
required to elevate their education. We greatly appreciate the Commission’s initiatives to modernize
and improve the overall efficiency of the E-rate program. E-Rate funding is a vital component of the
funding available to Jacksonville ISD. As a district that receives limited funds per student in comparison
to more than 80% of other schools in Texas, we respectfully request that the FCC act quickly and

favorably on our petition and others to reverse the denials of the waiver requests.
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