INAB

MNATIOMAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS

June 3, 2016

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Media Bureau Seeks Comment on Joint Petition for Rulemaking of America’s Public
Television Stations, the AWARN Alliance, the Consumer Technology Association, and the
National Association of Broadcasters Seeking To Authorize Permissive Use of the “Next
Generation TV” Broadcast Television Standard, GN Docket No. 16-142; Notice of Ex Parte
Communication

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On June 1, 2016, Lonna Thompson and Bobby Desmond of America’s Public Television
Stations, John Lawson of the AWARN Alliance, Julie Kearney of the Consumer Technology
Association, and Alison Neplokh, Bob Weller, Bruce Franca and the undersigned of the
National Association of Broadcasters met with FCC staff from the Media Bureau, Office of
Engineering and Technology, Incentive Auction Task Force, and Office of General Counsel. A
complete list of meeting attendees is set forth below. During this meeting the parties
discussed the attached presentation regarding their recent joint petition asking the
Commission to approve broadcasters’ voluntary use of the Next Generation TV broadcast
standard.1

Next Generation TV has the potential to dramatically enhance the viewing experience,
providing stunning pictures and immersive audio, robust signaling, expanded diverse
programming opportunities, enhanced emergency alerting capability and innovative new
service offerings. This future is neither distant nor theoretical. Prototype ATSC 3.0 consumer
receivers have already been demonstrated publicly, and ATSC 3.0 compatible broadcast
transmission equipment is already available.2 Meanwhile, the Korean broadcasting industry

1 America’s Public Television Stations, AWARN Alliance, Consumer Technology Association,
National Association of Broadcasters Joint Petition for Rulemaking, GN Docket No. 16-142
(April 13, 2016) (Petition).
2 Comments of GatesAir Inc. at 2, GN Docket No. 16-142 (May 26, 2016) (“ATSC 3.0 is not a
theoretical standard decades from realization. As the world’s leading supplier of broadcast
transmission equipment, GatesAir can attest that the technology required to implement Next
1771 N Street NW
Washington DC 20036 2800
Phone 202 429 5300
Advocacy Education Innovation

www.nab.org



is rapidly moving forward with ATSC 3.0 to have advanced service available for the 2018
Winter Olympics.

Petitioners appreciate the speed with which the Commission is proceeding in this matter,
including the Commission’s release of a Public Notice seeking comment on the petition less
than two weeks after the petition was filed.3 Expeditious Commission action can help ensure
continued U.S. leadership in television broadcasting, and deliver new and exciting benefits
to American viewers.

A Voluntary, Market-Based Transition

Petitioners seek a voluntary transition to the Next Generation TV standard, one that will be
driven by market forces rather than government mandates. As broadcasters move to begin
transmitting using the Next Generation standard, they will create demand for consumer
equipment that will allow viewers to enjoy the superior viewing experience and enhanced
services that Next Generation TV will allow. This market-based approach means there will
not be a single unified timeframe for the transition.

Because broadcasters propose to lead the transition by partnering with other stations to
simulcast their signals in both formats, viewers will continue to receive free, over-the-air
signals in the current standard. Broadcasters have every incentive to maintain the highest
quality signal to their viewers during the transition, and are committed to working
cooperatively to ensure the process is as seamless as reasonably possible for viewers.

Carriage Issues

Because broadcasters will maintain over-the-air transmissions using the current DTV
standard, MVPDs that receive broadcast content via these over-the-air transmissions will
continue to do so. Just as simulcasting will protect viewers, so too will it ensure that MVPDs
continue to receive broadcast programming. The approval of a new transmission standard
need not impose new burdens on MVPDs. To clarify this point, petitioners recently submitted

Generation TV is already being developed. Broadcasters today are able to order from
GatesAir transmission equipment that is ATSC 3.0-compatible with a mere software
upgrade.”)

3 Media Bureau Seeks Comment on Joint Petition for Rulemaking of America’s Public
Television Stations, the AWARN Alliance, the Consumer Technology Association, and the
National Association of Broadcasters Seeking to Authorize Permissive Use of the “Next
Generation TV” Broadcast Television Standard, Public Notice, GN Docket No. 16-142, DA
16-451 (April 26, 2016).



amended proposed rules to making plain that their proposal will not obligate MVPDs to carry
Next Generation signals.4

Of course, if Next Generation TV offers a compelling viewing experience that consumers
demand, MVPDs may choose to negotiate with broadcasters to carry content featuring
higher resolutions, higher frame rates, high dynamic range with wide color gamut, a more
immersive audio experience and other exciting new features. But that decision is left in the
MVPDs’ hands. Next Generation TV should be a win-win-win for viewers, broadcasters and
MVPDs, and a voluntary, market-driven transition will help ensure that MVPDs do not face
undue burdens in the transition.

Incentive Auction and Repacking

Following the successful conclusion of the broadcast spectrum incentive auction, many
broadcasters will be assighed new channels in the new, more compact television band. Both
broadcasters and successful forward auction bidders have an interest in a post-auction
transition that proceeds expeditiously and efficiently. Commission approval of Next
Generation TV will not delay this transition or add cost.

Most transmission equipment being manufactured today is capable of being easily
upgraded to permit Next Generation TV transmission. While broadcasters may have to make
additional investments of their own to take advantage of the full range of Next Generation
TV features, the equipment repacked broadcasters will need to move to new channel
assignments will not be more expensive, nor will it take longer to install, merely because it is
Next Generation TV compatible. Broadcasters do not seek a Next Generation windfall
through the incentive auction process, and they are committed to working with the
Commission to ensure that repacking funds are not spent to provide stations with
unnecessary upgrades to which they are not entitled.

Transitioning to a new transmission standard without new spectrum and without costly
government subsidies will entail challenges. But the record of this proceeding demonstrates
broadcaster enthusiasm for the potential benefits of a revolutionary new television
transmission standard. Petitioners, representing public and commercial broadcasters, public
safety and the consumer electronics industry, urge the Commission to give broadcasters
permission to innovate and usher in the future of television.

4 Letter from America’s Public Television Stations, the AWARN Alliance, the Consumer
Technology Association and the National Association of Broadcasters, GN Docket No. 16-
142 (May 26, 2016).



Respectfully Submitted,

Patrick McFadden

Associate General Counsel,

Legal and Regulatory Affairs
National Association of Broadcasters

cc: Meeting Attendees



FCC Meeting Attendees

Evan Baranoff
Steven Broeckaert
Michelle Carey
Mark J. Colombo
Hillary DeNigro
Martin Doczkat
Gary Epstein
John Gabrysch
Martha Heller
Walter Johnston
Ira Keltz

Junie Khang
Jean Kiddoo
Julie Knapp
David Konczal
Bill Lake

Kim Matthews
Sean Mirzadegan
Evan Morris
Paul Murray
Howard Symons
John Wong
Sean Yun
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