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Regarding CC Docket No. 02-6

Applicant Name:
Sioux City Community School District
BEN: 132300
Funding Year: 2016-17

Application Information:

Form 471 Application Number: 161058096
Category of Service: Category 1

FRN 1699135255: Voice

FRN 1699135258: Internet Access

The Sioux City Community School District, a high poverty (80% E-Rate discount) K-12 school
district in western lowa, respectfully requests a waiver of the 2016-17 Form 471 application.
The Sioux City Community School District relies heavily on Category 1 and Category 2 E-Rate
funding to provide state-of-the-art Internet access to over 14,000 students (40% of whom are
without Internet access at home) and to its 2000 staff members in order for them to deliver
rigorous and robust technology-infused instruction.

In July 2015, the District’s Director of Technology (& E-Rate administrator) matriculated to a
position outside of the district. I was hired as the District’s Director of Technology. My team and
I had no previous experience with the E-Rate program. We worked diligently to understand and
navigate the E-Rate waters as the system moved from paper (receiving and reviewing Category 1
and Category 2 purchases for 2015-16) to the online platform for 2016-17 submissions.

For the 2016-17 E-Rate funding cycle, my team and I put together a Category 2 application for
networking equipment. We submitted both a Form 470 and a Form 471 for that request.
However, when it came to the Category 1 application, we correctly assumed a Form 470 was not
required due to our multi-year contract with Fibercomm, L.C. (SPN: 143021132) but we were
mistaken on whether we needed to file a Form 471. We assumed that because we have a multi-
year contract with Fibercomm, L.C. (SPN: 143021132) we would not need to submit a Form
471. The deadlines for the Form 471 submission came and went before I discovered our error.
On June 6, 2016, I realized that we needed to submit a Form 471 for Category 1 funding so my
team and I spent the day working on and subsequently submitting a Form 471 with the help of
our state E-Rate consultant.

We ask that the FCC grant a waiver for our Form 471 application 161058096 which was
successfully submitted June 6, 2016. The Sioux City Community School District has benefited
from the generosity of the FCC for many years. We desperately need Category 1 funding
(approximately $400,000 annually) to continue our work with our high-risk student population.
Without Category 1 funding, our technology budget would be strained to cover the cost of



Internet connectivity, leaving little to no funding for the purchase of devices and educational
software for student use in the classroom and at home.

We do not want the students to suffer because of the mistakes made by an administrative team
new to the E-Rate process.

Based upon past practice by the Commission to allow a two-week grace period after the closing
of the Form 471 window, we request that our application be considered "in window" since it was
filed within that time frame.

Thank you for considering our request,

K Wl Bittaro

Kathy Bottaro
Director of Technology
bottark@]live.siouxcityschools.com
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